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Triumph on long 
track could be in 
cards for Canada 

schedule Canada has a 
crack at long track 
triumph today when Den¬ 
ny Morrison and Jeremy 
Wotherspoon take to the 
Oval ice at 5 p.m MT. 

Day 6 is also big for 
Canadian women, with 
Emily Brydon hitting the 
slopes at noon in the 
ladies’ downhill. The 
women’s hockey team is 
also in action against Swe¬ 
den — their toughest op¬ 
position so far. The 
women’s 500-metre final 
is at 8:07 p.m. 

Snowboard fans should 
keep their TVs on because 
at 8:15 p.m. the Flying 
Tomato, Shaun White, hits 
the halfpipe for the U.S. at 
Cypress Mountain. 

GREG DOWNS/ 
FOR METRO CANADA 


(The doctor 
I is ready to 
see you 


Province plans to dear 
backlog of surgeries 


Alberta plans to 
clear a backlog of 
surgeries as it starts 
to spend the largest 
injection of health¬ 
care cash in its history, 
but the Opposition is 
angry that some will 
be done in private 
clinics. 

In all, 2,230 more 
procedures will be 
performed over the 
next six weeks, as well 
as 3,500 more MRI and 
CT scans. In addition to 
urgent cancer and heart 
surgeries, the government 
plans to reduce long wait¬ 
ing lists for hip and knee re¬ 
placements, neurosurgeiy 
and cataract surgeiy. 

But the Liberal Opposi¬ 
tion pointed out that 180 
joint replacements and 
dozens of cataract surgeries 
will be performed at pri¬ 
vate clinics rather than in 
public hospitals. 

It appears that newly 
minted Health Minister 
Gene Zwozdesky has been 
given the portfolio “to 
grease the way for public 
acceptance of a big jump 
in private surgeries,” 
charged Liberal health crit¬ 
ic Kevin Taft. 

“If you’re sitting in pain 
because your hip replace¬ 
ment has been put off for a 
year, then this is going to 
feel like relief,” said Taft. 
“But it’s lousy manage¬ 
ment and in the long term 
it’s going to give us a worse 
system.” 


“In the long term, 
it’s going to give us 
a worse system.” 

Liberal health critic 
Kevin Taft 

Zwozdesky told the 
provincial assembly that 
it’s not important where 
the procedures are per¬ 
formed. “Be they in a public 
setting or a private setting, 
they are publicly funded,” 
he said. 

Premier Ed Stelmach 
said Alberta remains com¬ 
mitted to creating the best 
performing publicly fund¬ 
ed health-care system in 
Canada. 

“At the end of the day, it’s 
access and it’s quality,” the 
premier told the legisla¬ 
ture. “Our goal is to in¬ 
crease access and the quali¬ 
ty of care in this province.” 

For Zwozdesky, this is the 
latest in a series of fixes 
that started with halting 
bed closures at hospitals 
and a mental-health facility 
in Edmonton. 

But Zwozdesky concedes 
that Canada’s most expen¬ 
sive health-care system still 
needs a long-term fix to 
make it sustainable. “The 
size of the investment we 
are making in health care, 
which is the largest per- 
capita anywhere in Canada, 
must begin to better mirror 
what patients and users are 
telling us is missing,” he 

said. THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Games: COC 


Gold for Ricker, rout for men's hockey 


Not the worst 


Maelle Ricker is wrapped in the Canadian flag after her gold medal win at the women’s snowboard 
cross final at Cypress Mountain in West Vancouver, B.C., yesterday at the 2010 Vancouver Olympic 

winter Games. More coverage, pages 4, 6,14 & 15 


Vancouver Games 

Follow Metro as we bring 
you daily coverage 
throughout the 2010 
Winter Olympics in 
Vancouver. 

• Today — 

| World is 
catching up 
to Canada 
on the curl- 
ing sheet, 

^ j^page 14 

On the web 


Visit metronews.ca 
for news updates 


VANCOUVER 

2010 Games 


highlights A gold medal in 
snowboard cross and a rout 
in men’s hockey against 
Norway, including a 
Jerome Iginla hat trick, 
helped to soothe jangled 
nerves yesterday amid in¬ 
ternational charges that 
Canada’s Olympic Games 
have gone glitchy. 

Maelle Ricker, 31, per¬ 
forming in front of home¬ 
town fans in West Vancou¬ 
ver, survived a foggy after¬ 
noon of qualifying to soar 
down Cypress Mountain 


and give Canada another 
trip to the podium. 

Ricker, who suffered a 
concussion in a fall during 
the final four years ago in 
Turin, Italy, led virtually 
wire-to-wire this time 
around, leaving behind sil¬ 
ver medallist Deborah An- 
thonioz of France. “It was 
such a motivator for me,” 
Ricker said of her disap¬ 
pointment in 2006. “It 
made me work that much 
harder.” 

The win gives Canada its 
second gold medal, coming 
on the heels of Alexandre 
Bilodeau’s win Sunday in 
the men’s moguls. 


On the ice, Canada’s 
men’s hockey team gave 
their fans a fright when 
they failed to score a goal 
during the first period — 
the squad’s sixth-straight 
scoreless period, and their 
first since a dismal seventh- 
place finish in Turin. 

But the concerns proved 
for naught in what became 
an 8-0 scorefest. Roberto 
Luongo, the Vancouver 
Canucks netminder play¬ 
ing on his home ice, faced 
15 shots. Dany Heatley 
scored twice and Mike 
Richards, Corey Periy and a 
healthy Ryan Getzlaf added 
singles. the Canadian press 


What’s this 
barcode for? 

Learn how to scan 
the barcode with 
the instructions at 
the top ofpg 2 



ALBERTA MBA 

INFO SESSION 


RSVP TO 780-492-3946 
www.MBA.NET 


UNIVERSITY OF Alberta 

School «f Business' 


SATURDAY FEBRUARY 20 

Stollery Centre, 5th Floor, 

School of Business 


Free Daily News Group Inc., operating as Metro Edmonton. 10123 -99 Street NW Edmonton, Alberta T5J 3H1. Publisher: Steve Shrout 
































metro 


Wednesday, February 17,2010 


2 


News on the M#ve 

IN THREE EASY STEPS 



metronews.ca 


DOWNLOAD THE FREE SCANLIFE 
APPLICATION WITH YOUR 
SMARTPHONE AT 2DSCAN.COM 




USE THE SCANLIFE APPLICATION 
ON YOUR SMARTPHONE TO 
SCAN 2D BARCODES IN METRO 


B 


THE CODES WILL DIRECT YOUR 
MOBILE BROWSER TO RELEVANT 
CONTENT AT M.METRONEWS.CA 


Local 



f an tastic CITY 
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@bevurlee What 
is that lollipop 
store thinger in 
Commerce Place 
downstairs? Is it tasty?? #yeg 
Qmirnster #dancingdan on 
109th and Jasper Ave #yeg 
@Cokebeari 7 Ha! A Toyota 
truck rear ended a photo 
radar truck yesterday. Driver 
charged w/ careless driving. 
Why didn't he blame Toyota? 
Lol! #yeg 
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Video Canadian halfpiper 
Jeff Batchelor breaks down 
killer tricks with , 
the help of an ac- ^ 
tion figure at 
metronews.ca/ 

Canada 
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Charges pending in death 
of woman struck by vehicle 


collision A woman who 
was killed after she was run 
down by an out-of-control 
vehicle on Valentine’s Day 
has been identified by Ed¬ 
monton’s medical examin¬ 
er as 43-year-old Charlene 
Brown. 

Police are investigating 
the city’s most recent traffic 
fatality after Brown was hit 
by a car skidding sideways 
in the city’s north end early 
Sunday morning. 

She was walking along 
128 Avenue and 127 Street 
around 12:30 a.m. when she 
was hit by a Subaru Im- 
preza. 

Investigations deter¬ 
mined the Impreza was 
speeding down 127 Street 
when it collided with a 
GMC SUV. 

The car slid sideways 
down 127 Street, where it 
jumped the curb at 128 Av¬ 
enue, slamming into the 
woman. 


The 27-year-old male driv¬ 
er of the Impreza was taken 
to hospital with minor in¬ 
juries and later released. 

A father and son in the 
other vehicle escaped the 
accident without injury. 

Police believe alcohol was 
a factor in the collision. 

Charges are pending 
against the driver of the Im¬ 
preza, awaiting results of 
toxicology testing, Edmon¬ 
ton Police Services spokes¬ 
woman Patrycia Thenu said. 

The crash marks Edmon¬ 
ton’s fifth traffic fatality of 
2010. VICTORIA HANDYSIDES/ 
FOR METRO EDMONTON 
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Autopsy set for today 

Shooting victim ID'd on Facebook as Justin Sullivan 


VICTORIA HANDYSIDES 

victoria.handysides@ metronews.ca 


Edmonton’s medical 
examiner will conduct an 
autopsy this morning of a 
man shot to death outside 
a downtown club Monday. 

Police were called to the 
parking lot near Twilight 
Afterhours (10018 —105 St.) 
around 8 a.m., where they 
found a man dead in the 
front seat of a Jeep Liberty. 
Another man was rushed to 
hospital with non-life- 
threatening injuries. 

Friends on a Facebook 
memorial page identified 
the victim as Justin Sulli¬ 
van. By yesterday after¬ 
noon, close to 300 joined 
the group dubbed “We love 
you and miss you with all 
our hearts Justin AKA Sul- 
ly.” 

“I can’t believe this is 


B happening, 

myself this 
isn’t real, 

happening,” 
one member 
Justin Sullivan wrote. 

Twilight’s 
doors opened at 5 a.m. 
Monday for the official af¬ 
ter-party of Frequency, a 
rave featuring world- 
renowned DJs Paul Van Dylc 
and Ferry Corsten held at 
the Shaw Conference Cen¬ 
tre. 

It’s unknown if Sullivan 
attended either party. 

Some wandered to near¬ 
by Y Afterhours after leav¬ 
ing the Shaw, though Sulli¬ 
van hasn’t been spotted on 
the club’s security footage, 
Y spokesman Marcus 
Gurslce said yesterday. 
Though the shooting oc¬ 


curred blocks from Y After- 
hours, city police have 
asked for help from man¬ 
agement in putting togeth¬ 
er pieces from the evening. 

“But as far as we know, 
nothing happened at Y that 
has anything to do with 
what happened at Twi¬ 
light,” Gurslce said. 

The clubs aren’t affiliat¬ 
ed, but violent incidents in 
and around any after-hours 
setting influence public 
perceptions of the sub-cul¬ 
ture as a whole, he added. 

“The definition of after- 
hours has changed from 
what it was 10 years ago to 
what it is today,” he said. 
“It’s really easy to paint 
everybody with one brush. 
We have worked hard with 
the city and EPS to be the 
best in class.” 

Twilight management 
did not return calls to 
Metro yesterday. 


Doctor to lend helping hand in Haiti 



Well-known Edmonton doctor Dennis Filips, delegate for the 
Canadian Red Cross, is pictured yesterday before flying to Haiti 
for a six-month term. Filips has experience in trauma and war¬ 
time emergency rooms. 


Haiti 

Crisis 


red cross Some local help 
is headed for Haiti as the 
country continues to deal 
with fallout from last 
month’s devastating earth¬ 
quake. 

Dr. Dennis Filips, a dele¬ 
gate for the Canadian Red 
Cross, left for Haiti from Ed¬ 
monton International Air¬ 
port yesterday morning. 
Filips will use his skills and 
training as a wartime physi¬ 
cian to help people on the 
ground. 

“Right now, they’re still 
in the emergency phase of 
this disaster response,” he 
said. “There is still a huge 
need for donations and re¬ 
sources.” 

Filips, a volunteer in the 
past, received a call from 
the Red Cross over the 
weekend informing him of 
the urgent need for doctors 
at the combined Norwegian 
Red Cross field hospital in 
Port-au-Prince. Filips said 
the environment he will be 
working in is remote and 
austere. 

“All of the infrastructure 
that existed prior is essen¬ 
tially gone,” he said. 

Filips is a retired member 
of the Canadian Forces, and 
has earned his experience 
from medical facilities in 
Toronto, Edmonton, Cal¬ 
gary and Los Angeles, as 


"There is still a 
huge need for 
donations and 
resources.” 

Dr. Dennis Filips 

well as the United King¬ 
dom, Afghanistan and 


Bosnia. 

The international Red 
Cross has had over 400 
workers in Haiti. The Cana¬ 
dian Red Cross is helping to 
rebuild communities by of¬ 
fering, food, water, shelter 
and medical support. 

MONIQUE MASSIAH/ 
FOR METRO EDMONTON 
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Boonstock snags major acts for 2010 lineup 

A once-meager rural festival has grown to respectable proportions. The Offspring and Matthew Good have signed to play Boonstock Music Festival near Gibbons on June 24, 
25 and 26. Other acts include Papa Roach, Chevelle and DJ Champion. Tickets go on sale Saturday at www.boonstock.ca, starting at an early bird rate of $79. metro edmonton 
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White Cowbell Oklahoma Avenue? 



Ontario rock outfit White Cowbell Oklahoma will shatter eardrums this Saturday at the Pawn Shop. 


'It’ll just be a giant, smoking crater where 
Edmonton once was.” 

White Cowbell Oklahoma guitarist Clem C. 
Clemsen, on his band's upcoming show 


HARRY HODGE 

harry.hodge( 3 metronews.ca 


Loud guitars. Lewd 
dancers. Chainsaws. Just 
another Saturday for 
White Cowbell Oklahoma. 

The Ontario rock outfit 
brings its brash, over-the- 
top rock extravaganza to 
the Pawn Shop on Whyte 
Avenue this Saturday, and 
promises the city may nev¬ 
er be the same afterward. 

“It’ll just be a giant, 
smoking crater where Ed¬ 
monton once was,” ex¬ 
plained Clem C. Clemsen, 
lead guitarist. 

“They are gonna rename 
Whyte Ave. ‘White Cow¬ 
bell Oklahoma Ave.’” 

Joined by bandmates 
Dingo von Devereaux on 
drums, Hollis and the 
Cousin Who Has No Name 
on guitars, Bubba Lee Fett 
on bass and the erstwhile 
Chainsaw Charlie employ¬ 
ing various implements of 
destruction, the group is 
touring to promote 2009’s 
Bombardero, their third re¬ 
lease. 

Clemsen says the new 
release is a lot more psy¬ 
chedelic and just plain 
weirder than the band’s 
previous fare. 

Known for their wild live 
shows, Clemsen isn’t too 
worried about crowds get¬ 
ting unruly. Past shows 
have seen jello wrestling, 


stuffed animals being dis¬ 
embowelled with chain¬ 
saws and a salty take on 
Santa Claus for a Christ¬ 


mas show. 

The band’s live shows 
over the last decade have 
become the stuff of legend 


across the country. 

“If anyone tries to cause 
trouble, we have the 1980 
women’s East German 
biathlon team doing secu¬ 
rity,” he said. 

Maintaining an Olympic 
theme, Clemsen says the 
concert will be a reason for 
locals to forsake team 
Canada to watch some na¬ 
tional champions in a dif¬ 


ferent discipline. 

“We’ve got the gold for 
moral destruction,” Clem¬ 
sen said. “This is the 
Olympics; the world is 
watching.” 

White Cowbell Oklaho¬ 
ma plays the Pawn Shop 
Saturday night, with spe¬ 
cial guests Give ‘em Hell 
Boys and The Preying 
Saints. 


Officer handed 
conditional 
sentence in 
interference trial 

sentence A veteran 
Edmonton police detective 
who was found guilty of 
breach of trust and 
obstruction of justice will 
not be going to jail. 

A judge has, instead, giv¬ 
en Det. Wallace James 
MacNeil a four-month con¬ 
ditional sentence. The de¬ 
tective was found guilty 
last fall of interfering in a 
drunk-driving case involv¬ 
ing a family member. 

Court was told an inves¬ 
tigation was launched in 
2005 when a police 
employee informed detec¬ 
tives in the professional- 
standards branch about an 
irregularity in a file. 

Police suspended 
MacNeil without pay after 
the charges were laid. 

MacNeil must also take 
courses suggested by his 
probation officer and 
abide by a weeknight cur¬ 
few. THE CANADIAN PRESS 


News in brief 


auditor GENERAL Alberta’s 
outgoing auditor general has 
appointed his temporary 
replacement. Fred Dunn says 
assistant auditor general Mer- 
win Saher will take over the 
top job until the legislature 
finds the right person for the 
post. Dunn retired on Monday. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Pemberton Energy spins off subsidiary Clinch 


oilsands Pemberton Ener¬ 
gy Ltd. plans to spin off its 
Clinch Energy subsidiary 
into a separate publicly 
traded company, which 
will become operator of 
the Panny well and related 
equipment in northern Al¬ 
berta. 

The transaction, an¬ 
nounced yesterday, will be 
structured as a return of 
capital to Pemberton’s 
shareholders. 

They will get one Clinch 
Energy share for every five 


Pemberton shares they 
own on the record date, 
which has yet to be an¬ 
nounced. 

Pemberton is also pro¬ 
posing to sell its 25 per 
cent working interest in 
the Panny well and related 
assets in the new company 
in return for a $300,000 
promissory note that can 
be converted into Clinch 
common shares. 

Clinch is also expected 
to complete a $ 1.5-million 
equity financing with 


arms-length investors 
through a private place¬ 
ment. 

The investors will pay 20 
cents per unit issued by 
Clinch. 

Each unit will include 
one common share and 
one non-transferable pur¬ 
chase warrant that can be 
used to buy an additional 
Clinch share at 30 cents. 

Pemberton also will for¬ 
go purchasing an addition¬ 
al 50 per cent working in¬ 
terest in the Panny well, as 


previously announced last 
year. 

Instead, Clinch is pro¬ 
posing to buy that half-in¬ 
terest for an additional 
$300,000, including a 
$250,000 promissory note 
convertible into 1.25 mil¬ 
lion common shares of 
Clinch. 

Pemberton shares were 
up 1.5 cents at 6.5 cents in 
midday trading yesterday 
on the TSX Venture Ex¬ 
change. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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Guilty man not entrapped: Ruling 

A judge has ruled that a man found guilty of terror offences as part of 
the so-called Toronto 18 was not entrapped, the Canadian press 

Canada 

CMAJ says no to in-flight pets 

An editorial in the Canadian Medical Association Journal says airline 
passengers with pet allergies should not be forced to share cabin space 
with dogs and cats. Last summer, Air Canada changed its policy to allow 
small pets to travel in the cabin, aligning itself with a WestJet policy. 

The Canadian Transportation Agency has since received passenger 
complaints, and is currently reviewing them. the Canadian press 


Worst Games ever? 

Officials play down British media claims 


VANCOUVER 

2010 Games 


Olympic officials are 
dismissing suggestions 
from British media that 
the Vancouver Olympics 
are among the worst 
Games in history. 

Earlier this week 
Britain’s Guardian newspa¬ 
per carried a story on its 
website with the headline: 
“Vancouver Games contin¬ 
ue downhill slide from dis¬ 
aster to calamity.” 

The Games opened on 
the same day that a Geor¬ 
gian luger was killed in a 
training accident while 
weather issues have forced 


delays and cancellations in 
Whistler and Cypress. 
Even ice resurfacers have 
broken down at the Rich¬ 
mond speedskating oval. 

Game officials were also 
forced to close the general 
admission section of the 
snowboarding venue be¬ 
cause wet weather ren¬ 
dered the area unsafe. 
There have also been trans¬ 
portation issues. 

But International Olym¬ 
pic Committee spokesman 
Mark Adams says he be¬ 
lieves the Games have 
been very well organized, 
and a VANOC spokesman 
says they are dealing with 
cards they’ve been dealt. 

Canadian Olympic Com¬ 
mittee president Michael 


Chambers agrees that 
these are still great Games 
despite the problems. 

Chambers says Vancou¬ 
ver residents and Canadi¬ 
ans in general have em¬ 
braced the Olympics and 
media critics are not expe¬ 
riencing the same Games 
as he is. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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Fake news pundit Stephen Colbert 
arrives in B.C. to take aim at Canadian 
“syrup-suckers." Scan this code 
for the story. 



Fog shrouds the venue and heavy rain falls as spectators arrive for the women’s snowboard cross 
competition at the 2010 Vancouver Olympic Winter Games at Cypress Mountain in West Vancouver, 
B.C., yesterday. The start of qualifying was delayed by fog. 
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Tories have slight 
edge, poll finds 

politics A new poll 
suggests Conservatives and 
Liberals are locked in a tug- 
of-war for voter support. 

The Canadian Press Har- 
ris-Decima survey gives 
the Tories a slight edge at 
32 per cent to the Liberals’ 
30 per cent. 

The NDP were at 16 per 
cent and the Greens at 10 
per cent while the Bloc 
Quebecois was dominant 
in Quebec with 41 per 
cent. 

The results suggest Toiy 
support has stabilized 
while the Liberals have 
dipped two points since 
the end of January. 

The telephone survey of 
just over 4,000 Canadians 
was conducted Feb. 4-14 
and is considered accurate 
within 1.5 percentage 
points, 19 times in 20. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Deaths prompt zoo inspection 


Nancy McToldridge of the Canadian Association of Zoos and 
Aquariums talks to the media yesterday about the Calgary Zoo 
review process. 


animal care A group of in¬ 
spectors is checking out 
eveiy aspect of animal care 
at the Calgary Zoo following 
a string of high-profile 
deaths at the facility. 

Zoo president Clement 
Lanthier says the review 
will look at everything from 
diet and veterinary care to 
whether zoo habitats meet 
the animals’ physical and 
social needs. 

The review is being done 
by experts from the Santa 
Barbara Zoo, the Toronto 
Zoo, the Seneca Park Zoo 
and the Vancouver Aquari¬ 
um, as well as the dean of 
the University of Calgary’s 
veterinary program. 

Lanthier requested the in¬ 
vestigation in December, af¬ 
ter a capybara was crushed 
to death when a worker 
closed a hydraulic door. The 
zoo had also weathered crit¬ 


icism over 41 stingrays that 
died as a result of human er¬ 
ror and the strangulation of 
a Turkmenian markhor 
that got caught in a rope in 
its enclosure. 


Zoocheclc Canada has 
called for a more impartial 
group of reviewers, arguing 
the zoo industry can’t inves¬ 
tigate itself. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 



Flaherty tightens 
mortgage rules 


debt Finance Minister Jim 
Flaherty is tightening 
mortgage rules to crack 
down on speculators and 
discourage homeowners 
from taking on too much 
debt. 

The minister said he is 
responding to growing 
concerns that Canada’s 
housing market is over¬ 
heating, although he 
stresses there is no bubble 
in Canada’s real-estate 
market — yet. 

“There’s no compelling 
evidence of a housing bub¬ 
ble, but we’re taking 
proactive, prudent, meas¬ 
ured and cautious steps to¬ 
day to help prevent a hous¬ 
ing bubble,” Flaherty said 
yesterday. 

The finance minister 



Jim Flaherty 


says all borrowers will 
need to meet stiffer crite¬ 
ria to take out mortgages. 
The government will also 
limit the amount Canadi¬ 
ans can borrow on their 
homes. 
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Average family debt reaches $96K: Study 

A new study on Canadian family finances says the average household debt climbed to $96,000 last year. That puts the debt-to-income 
ratio at 145 per cent — the highest level ever recorded by the annual study, now in its 11th year, the Canadian press 


Canada 5 


PM touts military purchases 


Ottawa seeks accountability 
on African funding: Cannon 


Refurbishment was key to Haiti aid deployment, Harper says 



Prime Minister Stephen Harper talks with a Haitian man receiving treatment at a Canadian medical 
clinic in Jacmel, Haiti, yesterday. 


“Canada is now a major actor when it’s 
time to intervene in natural disasters.” 

Prime Minister Stephen Harper 


Haiti 

Crisis 


During a tour of Haitian 
disaster zones, Prime Min¬ 
ister Stephen Harper tout¬ 
ed his government's mili¬ 
tary purchases and cited 
current relief efforts as ev¬ 
idence his approach 
worked. 

The prime minister used 
an address to soldiers in 
the town of Leogane, vast 
swaths of which were re¬ 
duced to rubble a month 
ago, to stress his refurbish¬ 
ment of the military. 

He singled out the pur¬ 
chase of C-17 transport 
planes for particular 
praise, saying those new 
vehicles helped fly troops 
and supplies to Haiti al¬ 
most immediately. 

Harper delivered that 
speech after touring the 
ruins of a collapsed school 
that was about to be de¬ 
molished yesterday. No¬ 
body in the building died 
in the quake, which is be¬ 
lieved to have killed 
200,000 people. 

“The entire planet has 
been able to witness that 
Canada is now a major ac¬ 
tor when it’s time to inter¬ 
vene in natural disasters,” 
Harper said in yesterday’s 
speech. 

“Everyone saw that 
Canada has the equip¬ 
ment, the know-how, the 


capacity, and the person¬ 
nel to intervene quickly.” 

He went on to address 
his critics, saying some of 
them had argued against 
purchasing the C-17s as in¬ 
consistent with Canada’s 
“soft-power needs.” Harper 


said, however, that his gov¬ 
ernment bought them “for 
the hard-power require¬ 
ments of today’s world.” 

Military analysts agreed 
the new C-17s played a key 
role in the speedy Haiti de¬ 
ployment. 


But one interviewed by 
The Canadian Press de¬ 
scribed most of the Harper 
government’s so-called 
“hard-power” purchases — 
like tanks for Afghanistan 
— as irrelevant to a mis¬ 
sion like Haiti. At least one 
other purchase nixed by 
Harper’s government, a 
supply ship, could have 
been especially useful to 
those aid efforts. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Union president fears for public-sector pensions 


News in brief 


MAFIA Could a fiery turf war 
be erupting between the 
Toronto Mafia and its brethren 
in Montreal? Montreal police 
say that's one hypothesis 
they're examining as they 
probe a rash of firebombings 
that have targeted mainly Ital¬ 
ian establishments in their city. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


debate On the eve of a criti¬ 
cal meeting with Treasury 
Board president Stockwell 
Day, the head of one of 
Canada’s largest public-sec- 
tor unions said yesterday 
he’s worried the federal 
government is poised to 
take an axe to public-sec- 
tor pension plans. 


John Gordon, president 
of the Public Service Al¬ 
liance of Canada, said vari¬ 
ous think-tanks have re¬ 
cently taken aim at public- 
sector pensions, saying 
they are too rich for tax¬ 
payers. 

With most private-sector 
pensions taking a beating 


in recent years, the debate 
is heating up. 

But Ottawa has said 
nothing as it prepares to 
deliver a budget March 4. 

The uneasy silence has 
left public servants fretting 
as the Conservatives seek 
to reduce a massive deficit. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


G8 Canada won’t commit 
to any increase in African 
aid until it is satisfied the 
$2 billion it has already de¬ 
livered has not been wast¬ 
ed, The Canadian Press has 
learned. 

Canada has fulfilled its 
aid promises to Africa and 
now wants to use its G8 
chairmanship to ensure ac¬ 
countability for the money 
already spent, Foreign Af¬ 
fairs Minister Lawrence 
Cannon said in an inter¬ 
view. 

Cannon said Canada has 
met its 2004 G8 promise to 
double aid to Africa to $2.1 
billion from $1.05 billion 
by 2009, but he indicated 
the government won’t be 
making further contribu¬ 
tions until it has taken 
stock of where the money 


went. 

“Canada wants to make 
sure that the commit¬ 
ments that have already 
been taken previously are 
all met,” said the minister, 
who recently returned 
from the African Union 
summit in Ethiopia. 

The Harper government 
is showcasing Africa at the 
G8 summit that it is to 
host this summer in 
Huntsville, Ont. 

The Group of Eight will 
likely invite at least five 
African countries to the 
table for a day of discus¬ 
sions. 

Prime Minister Stephen 
Harper has also announced 
a major effort to improve 
Third World child and ma¬ 
ternal health. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 



YOU COULD 

WIN 


Iof 5 BGS 
iPhones 


(Already got one? Be a hero & give it to your BFF!) 


For your chance to WIN, follow “Metro News” 
on Foursquare and unlock the Metro badge 
by checking in every morning 
near where you pickup your Metro. 


New to Foursquare? 

Join for free at foursquare.com or on 
your mobile at rn.foursquare.com 
or by downloading the iPhone app 
in the App Store. 

Foursquare lets you share your 
location with friends and rewards 
you for exploring your city! 

Users earn points, win mayorships 
and unlock badges for trying new 
places and revisiting old favourites 


No purchase necessary. Contest open to Canadian residents of legal age. Contest closes 
February 28,2010 at 11:59pm. Odds of winning depend on number of entries received. 
Winners will be randomly chosen from people who have unlocked the badge. Value 
of prize is $699 each. For full contest rules and details, visit www.clubmetro.com. 



TRA N FOR A 


CAREER 


YOU CAN FEEL 


00D ABOUT 


<g^CD/ 


COLLEGE 


BUS NESS • TECHNOLOGY • HEALTH CARE 




Training Students Across Canada 
for more than 40 Years! 




WHY CDI COLLEGE? 

► Multiple Start Dates 
for All Programs 

► Small Class Sizes and 
Supportive Instructors 

► Hands-on Skills Training 
to Make You Job-Ready 

► Prepare for the Real World 
with Practicum Placements 

► Personal Financing 
Options Available 

CALLT0DAY- 
Graduate within Months 


Addictions & Community 
Services Worker 

Early Childhood Education 
Intra-oral Dental Assistant 

Medical & Dental Office 
Administrator 

Medical Laboratory Assistant 
Medical Office Administrator 
Medical Records Clerk 
Pharmacy Assistant / Technician 
Practical Nursing 
Rehabilitation Therapy Assistant 
Resident Care Attendant 


edm.cdicollege.ca 1.866.245.6567 
































metro 


metronews.ca 


6 


EDMONTON 
Publisher, Steve Shrout 
Managing Editor, Harry Hodge 


Sales Manager, Cheryl Skogg 
Distribution Manager, Jim Hillman 


Wednesday, February 17,2010 

METRO CANADA Assoc Managing Editor, Tarin Elbert Art Director, Laila Hakim 

Group Publisher, Bill McDonald Enter/Lifestyle Editor, Dean Lisk National Sales Director, Peter Bartrem 

Editor-in-Chief, Charlotte Empey Asst Managing Editor, Amber Shortt Interactive/Mrktng Director, Jodi Brown 


Comment & Views 


EDITOR: Ml KE.DEREZYCKYfS) METRONEWS.CA METRO CANADA: TORONTO I OTTAWA I MONTREAL I HALIFAX I EDMONTON I CALGARY I VANCOUVER 


Comment 


Priceless hug washes away early woes 


The West Vi^w 


Paul 

Sullivan 


metronews.ca/thewestview 





hat do you 
think of us 
so far? Are 
these Van¬ 
couver 

Olympics worth the $6-bil- 
lion investment? Or is gold 
fever a fatal illness from 
which we will never recov¬ 
er? 


Many think the Games 
were cursed before they 
even started, with the death 
of the young Olympian 
from Georgia. 

The weather hasn’t 
helped. This could be the 
warmest winter on record 
in a place where winter hap¬ 
pens to people on the other 
side of the mountains. 

Meanwhile, the world is 
watching. The British media 
seem particularly interest¬ 
ed, maybe because they’re 
next (ha ha!) — the BBC has 
sent more journalists than 
Olympians to Vancouver — 
and the whole gang appears 
to be suffering from an epi¬ 


demic of rain-induced wed¬ 
gies in its winter woolies. 

The Guardian’s golf corre¬ 
spondent, Lawrence Done- 
gan, no doubt annoyed he 
was sent to Vancouver in¬ 
stead of California to cover 
the PGA Tour, should be 
awarded a gold medal for 
grumpiness. His latest piece 
is headlined: “Vancouver 
Games continue downhill 
slide from disaster to 
calamity.” 

What if we paid $6 billion 
for the Olympics and all we 
got was a rude message 
from Lawrence Donegan? 

Still, as the Games melt in 
the balmy temperatures, 


VANCOUVER 

20i0Games 


there’s an upside to the 
weather. It’s warmer than 
New Orleans during Mardi 
Gras! The world’s media are 
knocking themselves out 
taking pictures of cherry 
blossoms and daffodils! Van¬ 
couver, your real-estate val¬ 
ues are safe! 

Maybe the new Canadian 
“Own the Podium” ’tude is 
freaking out the peanut 
gallery. NBC keeps talking 
about it... with grudging ad¬ 
miration. It’s the sort of 
thing Americans like to do 


— and if you crash, so what? 
At least you tried. The U.K. 
(which despite its many 
scribes has no medals), 
seems affronted by this un¬ 
seemly display of colonial 
uppityness. 

But fear not. The Games 
have been saved by a sweet 
young kid named Alex 
Bilodeau. Alex won Cana¬ 
da’s first gold medal in the 
mogul cross, which is skiing 
on speed bumps while 
hurtling down the side of a 
cliff. Looks like fun. 

Alex is a francophone 
from Rosemere, Que., 
which has stopped the Oth¬ 
er Solitude from bitching 


about the lack of a French 
presence at these Games. 
Most important, he’s the 
nicest kid in the world, 
which makes that “Own the 
Podium” hubris seem like 
the hunting behaviour of a 
kitten: Ferocious but harm¬ 
less. 

You could argue that the 
picture of Alex giving broth¬ 
er Frederic, who has cere¬ 
bral palsy, a victoiy hug, is 
not worth $6 billion. And 
you’d be right. It’s not. It’s 
priceless. 


Paul Sullivan is a Vancouver-based journalist 
and owner of Sullivan Media Consulting; 
vancouverletters@metronews.ca. 




Word on the street: What is your favourite Winter Olympic sport to watch? 
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Lome 

Niehaus 

Edmonton 


Donna 

Safatli 

Timberlea, N.S. 


Dimitri 

Jager 

Switzerland 


Angela 

Lees 

Ottawa 


■=b4^' 


ebv- 


Robert 

Richie 

Edmonton 

A: I like figure skat¬ 
ing. I love the 
artistry of it. 


Mansilee 

Eben 

Edmonton 

A: Cross-country 
skiing. I like being 
in the mountains 
and getting away 
from the city. 


A: Because I play 
hockey, I’ll have to 
go with that. But I 
don’t like the fight¬ 
ing here. In Switzer¬ 
land, we don’t fight 
at all. 


A: I like the moguls, 
because of the 
tricks they do off 
the ramp. And I like 
them more since 
we won gold. 


A: I love curling. I A: Figure skating. I 
volunteer for it and just like the move- 
I used to curl when I ments. I usually 
was young. watch pairs. 
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Iraq remains most at risk for terrorism: Report 

Iraq is the country most at risk from terrorist attacks for the second straight year, J 

according to a ranking by global analysts Maplecroft. the associated press 

World 



White House scores win 
with Taliban capture 


Former U.S. vice-president 
Dick Cheney has been un¬ 
relenting in his criticism of 
the Obama 

administration’s attempts 
to fight terror, accusing 
the White House once 
again recently of 
weaknesses that are leav¬ 
ing America vulnerable to 
another large-scale terror¬ 
ist attack. 

And yet news emerging 
yesterday undoubtedly left 
Cheney and his congres¬ 
sional Republican support¬ 
ers red-faced. Just two days 
after Cheney levelled his 
most recent assault, it was 
reported that the Taliban’s 
top military commander 
was captured more than a 
week ago in a secret joint 
operation by Pakistani and 
U.S. intelligence forces. 

Afghanistan’s Mullah Ab- 


Bin Laden close? 

• Mullah Abdul Ghani 
Baradar's capture has led 
some to speculate whether 
Osama bin Laden himself 
could be within reach more 
than eight years after the 9- 
11 mastermind famously 
escaped U.S. forces in the 
Afghan mountains at Tora 
Bora in December 2001. 

dul Ghani Baradar is consid¬ 
ered the most significant 
Taliban figure to be de¬ 
tained since the war in 
Afghanistan began in 2001. 
He is ranked second in im¬ 
portance only to Mullah 
Muhammad Omar, who 
founded the Taliban and 
was a close associate of 
Osama bin Laden’s before 9- 
11. From a political perspec¬ 


tive, the timing of Baradar’s 
capture couldn’t have been 
sweeter for the White 
House, which has long been 
vexed by Cheney’s barbs. 

On Sunday, the former 
vice-president criticized the 
administration’s policy of 
seeking out and killing key 
terrorists, saying such an 
approach means no intelli¬ 
gence can be extracted 
from them. Vice-President 
Joe Biden was dispatched by 
the White House to dispute 
Cheney during his own ap¬ 
pearances on the Sunday 
morning talk-show circuit. 
Biden called his predecessor 
“factually, substantively 
wrong” in his criticisms. 

“Dick Cheney’s a fine fel¬ 
low, but he is not entitled to 
rewrite histoiy without it 
being challenged,” Biden 

said. THE CANADIAN PRESS 



Children race their pancakes through the town of Olney, England, during a pancake race yester¬ 
day. Olney’s famous race is run every Shrove Tuesday, dating back to 1445- 


Britain Pancake Tuesday 


U.K. journalist claims he 
once mercy-killed lover 


London A veteran British 
TV reporter claimed on the 
air yesterday that he had 
used a pillow years ago to 
smother a lover who was 
dying of AIDS, adding a star¬ 
tling contribution to the 
country’s debate on mercy 
killing. 

The Nottinghamshire Po¬ 
lice said it would investigate 
Ray Gosling’s claim. Under 
British law, assisting a sui¬ 
cide is punishable by up to 
14 years in prison. Gosling 


told a BBC TV program that 
he and the unidentified 
man had made a pact. 

“I killed someone once ... 
He was a young chap, he’d 
been my lover and he got 
AIDS,” Gosling said in the 
interview. “He was in terri¬ 
ble, terrible pain. I said to 
the doctor, ‘Leave me just 
for a bit’ and he went away. 
I picked up the pillow and 
smothered him until he 
was dead.” 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


News in brief 


AFGHANISTAN U.S. Marines 
moving by land linked up yes¬ 
terday with American units 
that have faced Taliban attack 
in the four days since they 
were dropped by helicopter in¬ 
to Marjah in Afghanistan. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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Dalai Lama bound for Washington 

The Dalai Lama says he is happy about meeting with U.S. President Barack Obama in Washington later this week, though China has warned that relations 
between Beijing and Washington will suffer as a result. The Tibetan spiritual leader plans to meet the president on Thursday, the associated press 


Iraq pullout on 


schedule: U.S. military 


The number of American 
soldiers in Iraq has 
dropped below 100,000 for 
the first time since the 
2003 invasion, a clear sig¬ 
nal the United States 
intends to meet a deadline 
for leaving the country, 
the military said 
yesterday. 


The troop reduction 
comes at a critical time in 
Iraq as Washington ques¬ 
tions the shaky democra¬ 
cy’s ability to maintain se¬ 
curity in the tense period 
surrounding March 7 parlia¬ 
mentary elections. 

The U.S. military plans on 
maintaining its current 


98,000 boots on the ground 
in Iraq through the elec¬ 
tions, 1st Lt. Elizabeth Feste, 
an army spokeswoman in 
Baghdad, said. 

That’s in line with what 
Gen. Ray Odiemo, the top 
U.S. commander in Iraq, has 
said would remain in place 
until at least 60 days after 


the election — a period dur¬ 
ing which he believes Iraq’s 
new government will be at 
its most vulnerable. 

International observers 
fear that tension between 
the Shiite-dominated gov¬ 
ernment and minority Sun¬ 
nis may spill into the 
streets, re-igniting sectarian 


violence that could threaten 
the planned U.S. withdraw¬ 
al. 

“The withdrawal pace re¬ 
mains on target for about 
50,000 at the end of August 
2010,” Feste said, referring 
to a target set by President 
Barack Obama. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Kyiv mayor 
disputes 
daughter's 
robbery claim 

France The daughter of the 
mayor of Kyiv, Ukraine, 
told police she was robbed 
of jewelry worth $4 million 
US as she travelled by car 
from Charles de Gaulle air¬ 
port to the French capital, 
Paris police said yesterday. 

A Paris police official 
said Kristina Chemovetslca 
reported that a man broke 
into her car Monday as it 
stopped on a highway 
north of Paris, then stole 
her purse, which 
contained rings and 
earrings. However, a 
spokesman for her father, 
Kyiv Mayor Leonid 
Chernovetsky, denied the 
report. 

“This is somebody’s bad 
joke. We completely deny 
these reports about a rob¬ 
bery. There was no 
robbery,” spokeswoman 
Marta Hrymska said. 

The denial could be em¬ 
barrassing. Chernovets ley’s 
term as mayor since 2006 
has been marked by 
persistent corruption scan¬ 
dals, and he has often 
boasted of the work of his 
daughter’s charity organi¬ 
zation, which is ftmded by 
the city government. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Rescuers face 
grim outlook in 
reaching fallen 
volcano climber 

accident Rescuers 
struggled against bad 
weather yesterday to 
reach a climber who fell 
into the dormant crater of 
Mount St. Helens, but they 
faced uncertain prospects 
after observers in helicop¬ 
ters reported seeing no 
movement by the man. 

Two attempts to reach 
climber Joseph Bohlig, 52, 
by helicopter were turned 
back Monday by winds 
and fading daylight. 

“There was no 
movement of the head, no 
attempt to signal,” said Lt. 
Brooks Crawford, the pilot 
of a coast guard helicopter. 

Bohlig had been stand¬ 
ing on the rim of the 
crater with a climbing 
partner when a snow over¬ 
hang gave way and he fell 
about 450 metres into the 
volcano, local police said. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


News in brief 


HUNGER A South American re¬ 
search group says guinea pigs, 
widely eaten in South America, 
could be a plentiful, low-cost, 
high-protein food source in 
conflict-torn Congo. 
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Vatican to shed light on former pope's wartime policies 

The Vatican says it will soon make some of its Second World War archives available online to quell controversy over Pope Pius Xll's actions during the Holocaust. 
Some contend Pius acted too passively, and are angered by Pope Benedict XVI's recent decision to move Pius closer to sainthood, the associated press 


world 9 


Study reveals a sickly King Tut 


Filling in blanks on royal family tree 


Egypt's famed King 
Tutankhamun suffered 
from a cleft palate and 
club foot, likely forcing 
him to walk with a cane, 
and died from complica¬ 
tions from a broken leg 
exacerbated by malaria, 
according to the most ex¬ 
tensive study ever of his 
more than 3 , 300 -year-old 
mummy. 

The findings were from 
two years of DNA testing 
and CT scans on 16 mum¬ 
mies, including those of 


• The study indicated Tut was 
the child of a brother-sister 
union, and that his father was 
mostly likely Akhenaten, who 


Tutankhamun and his fam¬ 
ily, the team that carried 
out the study said in an ar¬ 
ticle to be published 
Wednesday in the Journal 
of the American Medical 
Association. 


tried to force his people to 
worship the sun god Aten, in¬ 
stead of the usual multiplicity 
of deities. 


Tut, who became 
pharaoh at the age of 10 in 
1333 B.C., ruled for just 
nine years at a pivotal time 
in Egypt’s history. While a 
comparatively minor king, 
the 1922 discovery of his 


tomb filled with stunning 
artifacts, including the 
famed golden funeral 
mask, made him known 
the world over. 

Speculation had long 
swirled over why the boy 
king died at such a young 
age. 

In contrast to the splen¬ 
dour he was buried with, 
the newest tests revealed a 
sickly pharaoh, weakened 
by congenital illnesses and 
done in by disease. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Convict's wife knew about 
suicide bomb plot, court told 


terrorism The wife of a 
man convicted of plotting 
to bomb trans-Atlantic 
flights and kill thousands 
of people was aware of his 
murderous plans but failed 
to alert police, a British 
prosecutor said yesterday. 

In September, Abdulla 
Ahmed Ali — ringleader of 
a plot to blow up passen¬ 
ger jets using liquid explo¬ 
sives — was convicted and 
jailed for a minimum of 40 
years. 

The prosecutor, Richard 


Whittam, told the court 
that Ali’s wife, Cossor Ali, 
was aware of his plan, but 
failed to notify police and 
instead encouraged her 
husband’s ambition to lead 
the proposed attacks. 

Whittam told the court 
yesterday that Cossor Ali 
wrote an entry in a diary in 
2005 in which she said she 
hoped her husband would 
attain “the highest level of 
Shahada,” or martyrdom. 
Ali denies the charge. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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Profits drop at L’Oreal 

L'Oreal shares fell yesterday after the cosmetics company reported an eight per cent drop in profit last year due to weaker demand amid the econom¬ 
ic downturn. The Paris-based company said full-year profit was $2.46 billion US, down from $2.68 billion US the year before, the associated press 
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Toyota woes continue 

U.S. government demands key documents 


The U.S. Transportation 
Department demanded 
documents related to Toy¬ 
ota’s massive recalls in the 
United States yesterday to 
find out if the automaker 
acted swiftly enough. 

Toyota, meanwhile, said 
it will idle production tem¬ 
porarily at Texas and Ken¬ 
tucky plants over concerns 
the recalls could lead to 
big stockpiles of unsold ve¬ 
hicles. 

Legal documents de¬ 
manded yesterday that 
Toyota tell the government 
when and how the compa¬ 
ny learned of the safety de¬ 
fects in millions of vehi¬ 


cles over the entrapment 
of gas pedals by floor mats, 
and sticky accelerators. 
The company must re¬ 
spond within 30-60 days or 
face fines. 

The intensifying govern¬ 
ment investigation of Toy¬ 
ota and production halts at 
its assembly plants repre¬ 
sented another sign of the 
ripple effect the recall of 
8.5 million vehicles has 
had on the world’s No. 1 
automaker. Toyota faces 
separate probes by the 
Obama administration and 
Congress as it struggles to 
maintain its loyal cus¬ 
tomer base and its reputa¬ 


tion for safety and quality. 

Toyota said it was halt¬ 
ing production temporari¬ 
ly in San Antonio, Texas, 
and Georgetown, Ky., to 
address concerns that too 
many unsold vehicles may 
be building up at dealer¬ 
ships because of the large 
recalls. 

Toyota employs 1,850 
workers at the San Anto¬ 
nio plant and about 6,850 
at the Georgetown facility. 
In late January, Toyota 
halted production of re¬ 
called brands throughout 
the United States for about 
a week. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


economy Manufacturing 
sales rose 1.6 per cent in 
December to $43 billion, 
largely on the strength of 
sales in transportation 
equipment. 

Statistics Canada reports 
it was the sixth increase in 
overall manufacturing 
sales in seven months and 
the highest level since De¬ 
cember 2008. 

The agency says aero¬ 
space products and parts, 


motor vehicles and petrole¬ 
um and coal products also 
recorded significant gains. 

Constant-dollar manufac¬ 
turing sales increased 2.1 
per cent in December as 
sales advanced in 11 of 21 
manufacturing industries. 

Production in the aero¬ 
space products and parts 
industry rose 28.1 per 
cent, motor vehicle indus¬ 
try sales were up 4.4 per 
cent to $3.6 billion, petro¬ 


leum and coal products in¬ 
creased 2.4 per cent. 

The advance in overall 
manufacturing was partial¬ 
ly offset by a 6.4 per cent 
decline in the non-metallic 
mineral products industry. 

Eight provinces showed 
stronger manufacturing 
sales in December, with 
the largest gain in Ontario, 
where sales increased by 
$438 million in December. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


Manufacturing sales rise again 



NAIT to Northwest Edmonton 
LRT Corridor Selection 



S Operate 


Tell us what you think. 

Get involved. Be heard. 

Complete survey by February 24 at 
www.edmonton.ca/LRTprojects 


Learn more about and get involved in City issues affecting you and your 
neighbourhood. Go to www.edmonton.ca/PubliclnvolvementCalendar 
for a list of public involvement opportunities. 


(cJmonton 



Tablet More iPad competition 


The new N 98 tablet computer by Nvidia was on show at the Mobile World congress in Barcelona, 
Spain, yesterday. 


Timminco aims to 
build plant in Iceland 


expansion Timminco Ltd. 
is looking to boost its ca¬ 
pacity for producing sili¬ 
con with a proposed new 
plant in Iceland, the 
Toronto-based specialty 
metals producer an¬ 
nounced yesterday. 

Timminco’s volatile 

shares gained 11 cents or 
more than 10 per cent to 
trade at $1.18 after the an¬ 
nouncement, but the 
stock remains well below 
a high of more than $30 
reached in mid-2008 when 
the outlook for silicon ap¬ 
peared bright. 

Since then, the Toronto- 
based company has strug¬ 
gled as a lack of financing 
and fewer government 
subsidies put pressure on 
demand for solar power 
and solar-grade silicon. 

The new plant would 
have an annual produc¬ 
tion capacity of 50,000 
tonnes of silicon metal, 
which would complement 



AERQTEK 

Aerotek 

Commercial Services 

is currently looking for a 
Bilingual Administrative 
Assistant. For F/T/Perm. 

For details email 
ahopkins@aerotek.com or 
Fax Resume to 780.577.1880 


capacity at Timminco’s ex¬ 
isting plant in Becancour, 
Que., the company said. 

To run the plant, the 
company has already 
struck a long-term power 
supply agreement with 
Icelandic company Reyk¬ 
javik Energy. 

Under the 20-year agree¬ 
ment, Reykjavik Energy 
would provide Timminco 
with 85 megawatts of elec¬ 
trical power from a pro¬ 
posed plant in Hverahlid, 
which would tap the vol¬ 
canic island’s geothermal 
energy and begin operat¬ 
ing in 2013. 

A definitive agreement 
is expected to be reached 
by April 15, Timminco 
said. 

“The production of sili¬ 
con metal for the chemi¬ 
cal and aluminum indus¬ 
tries is the core of Tim- 
minco’s business,” stated 
Heinz Schimmelbusch, 
chairman of Timminco’s 
board and the company's 
chief executive. 

“Our Becancour silicon 
metal facility is now oper¬ 
ating at full capacity. As 
the markets for our silicon 
metal products continue 
to grow, we are develop¬ 
ing opportunities to ex¬ 
pand the capacity.” 

Timminco also said it 
has secured financing 
from private equity firm 
Stoklcur Energy to help 
fund the project’s initial 
expenses. 


Pemberton to sell 
Clinch Energy 

restructuring Pemberton 
Energy Ltd. plans to spin 
off its Clinch Energy sub¬ 
sidiary into a separate 
publicly-traded company, 
which will become opera¬ 
tor of the Panny well and 
related equipment in 
northern Alberta. 

The transaction, 
announced yesterday, will 
be structured as a return 
of capital to Pemberton’s 
shareholders. They will 
get one Clinch Energy 
share for every five 
Pemberton shares they 
own on the record date, 
which has yet to be 
announced. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 

Oil prices jump 
above $77 US 

energy Oil prices spiked 
above $77 US a barrel yes¬ 
terday as the U.S. dollar 
weakened and the stock 
market climbed on 
upbeat economic news. 
Benchmark crude for 
March delivery rose $2.88 
to settle at $77.01 a barrel 
on the New York Mercan¬ 
tile Exchange, after 
hitting a day high of 
$77.28. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 

m.metns^iews.ca 

m 

l- ScanLife 

Texas governor disputes U.S. agency's 
ruling about the harmful 
effects of greenhouse gas emissions. 
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Did you know? 

According to a recent TD retirement savings poll, 52 per cent of working Canadians under 65 
are scared they haven't saved enough money for a comfortable retirement, metro news services 
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Don’t forget 


The deadline for making 
contributions to your Registered 
Retirement Savings Plan (RRSP) 
for the 2009 tax year is March 1, 
2010. That means you only have 
12 days left! 


SPECIAL FEATURES EDITOR: STEP HAN IE. BOMBAY) METRONEWS.CA 



Save on taxes with spousal RRSPs 


pies to save on taxes and 
garner the benefits of in¬ 
come-splitting if one of 
them earns a significantly 
higher income than the 
other. 

“It’s a way to equalize 
the retirement income for 
the couple and generate 
more retirement income 
in the hands of the lower- 
income spouse,” Ablett 
said. 

The way it works is sim¬ 
ple: The lower-income 
earner opens an RRSP in 
his or her own name, but 
with their spouse as con¬ 
tributor. That spouse can 
then contribute to that 
spousal RRSP up to a limit 
based on their own, much 
higher income, rather 
than the first spouse’s low¬ 
er income. That means 
more money put away for 
the lower-income spouse 
and tax savings for the 


higher-income spouse, a 
doubly beneficial arrange¬ 
ment. 

If the higher-income 
earner’s marginal tax rate 
was 40 per cent, for in¬ 
stance, he or she could ini¬ 
tially save $4,000 by con¬ 
tributing $10,000 into a 
spousal RRSP. Plus, if the 
eventual payout is put at 
an even lower marginal 
tax rate, the couple could 
benefit from an even high¬ 
er tax deduction and thus 
save even more money. 

Bottom line: A spousal 
RRSP can reduce a couple’s 
tax bill by shifting money 
to the lower-income 
spouse for a lower tax rate, 
while potentially helping 
to maintain Old Age Secu¬ 
rity benefits by keeping 
each partner’s retirement 
income low enough to 
avoid clawbacks. 

The total RRSP contribu¬ 


tes a way to equal¬ 
ize the retirement 
income for the cou¬ 
ple.” David Ablett 

tion space of the higher-in- 
come earner still applies to 
all contributions he or she 
makes into either their 
own or their partner’s 
spousal RRSP. Even though 
you can’t go over your nat¬ 
ural contribution totals, 
the result is still a more ef¬ 
ficient use of money. 

However, there is a gov¬ 
ernment-imposed restric¬ 
tion to be aware of, Ablett 
says. Any money the lower- 
income holder of the RRSP 
withdraws from the 
spousal RRSP within the 
first three years stays tax¬ 
able in the hands of the 
contributor — meaning 
the couple gains no benefit 


from the spousal RRSP 
arrangement. 

“People who are saving 
for the long term with 
spousal RRSPs should 
try to determine when 
they need to take a 
payment from their 
spousal RRSP, 
and three 
years before 
that time, 
stop making 
contribu¬ 
tions into 
that 
spousal 
RRSP,” 

Ablett said. 


A spousal 
RRSP allows 
you to use 
some or all of 
your contri¬ 
bution room 
to benefit 
your spouse. 


RAFAEL BRUSILOW 

for Metro Canada 


Spousal RRSPs can be a 
powerful tool for couples 
to generate more money 
during retirement while 
paying lower income tax. 

While it may sound com¬ 
plicated, a spousal RRSP is 
simply an RRSP for which 
you use some or all of your 
RRSP contribution room to 
benefit your spouse. 

David Ablett, director of 
tax and retirement plan¬ 
ning at Investors Group, 
says ultimately the spousal 
RRSP is a great tool for cou- 


Next week’s lineup 


LAST-MINUTE TIPS For advice 
on investing before the dead¬ 
line and planning ahead for 
next year, pick up Metro's next 
RRSP Guide on Feb. 24. 


Avoid rushed decisions, 
not your RSPs. 

With the Scotia Money Master for RSPs® earn a 2%* interest rate on your contribution today. 

A great place to grow your retirement savings until you're ready to decide how you want to 
invest them. And, when you are ready, a Second Opinion from a Scotia® advisor can help get 
your retirement plan back on track. 


scotiabank.com/moneymasterrsp 


You're richer 
than you think! 


% Scotiabank Group 


® Registered trademarks of The Bank of Nova Scotia. The Scotiabank Group includes The Bank of Nova Scotia, The Bank of Nova Scotia Trust Company, Scotia Asset Management L.P., Scotia Asset Management U.S. 

Inc., ScotiaMcLeod Financial Services Inc., Scotia Securities Inc., and Scotia Capital Inc. Scotia McLeod is a division of Scotia Capital Inc., a member CIPF. 

* Conditions apply. Please read the Terms & Conditions. Annual interest rate effective as of February 1, 2010. Rate subject to change at any time. Interest is calculated daily on your closing principal balance, 
reported monthly and paid to your account on June 30th and December 31st each year. We reserve the right to extend or cancel the offer at any time. 
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By the numbers 

According to a recent TD retirement savings poll, 53 per cent of those who contribute to an RRSP contribute through a fixed 
monthly deposit; 29 per cent make one lump sum payment a year; and 18 per cent use a combination of the two. metro news services 


More bang for your buck 



A spousal RRSP provides income-splitting opportunities down the road to lower a couple’s tax bill. 


Using an RRSP to save for 
your retirement is a great 
idea, but using a spousal 
or group plan may give 
you even more bang for 
your buck. 

The trick is knowing the 
rules for these types of Reg¬ 
istered Retirement Savings 
Plans, and the pros and 
cons of each. 

“Registered Retirement 
Savings Plans are one of the 
best retirement savings op¬ 
portunities that exist for 
Canadians,” said David Ir¬ 
win of Investors Group Fi¬ 
nancial Services. “The 
choice of what type of RRSP 
to use usually comes down 
to an individual’s circum¬ 
stances, their knowledge 
and comfort level, and their 
focus on big-picture plan¬ 
ning.” 

By using an RRSP, in¬ 
vestors can put off paying 
income tax on the interest, 
dividends, and capital gains 
they earn on their invest¬ 


ments. Instead, you’ll pay 
tax on the income you with¬ 
draw upon retirement, 
when presumably, you will 
be in a lower income tax 
bracket, and therefore, pay 
less tax. 

How much you can con¬ 
tribute is tied to how much 
you earn, typically up to 
about 18 per cent of your 


earned income minus any 
pension adjustment. The 
maximum allowable con¬ 
tribution for 2009 is 
$ 21 , 000 . 

A spousal RRSP may be a 
good option if one spouse 
will be earning substantial¬ 
ly more than the other dur¬ 
ing their golden years. 

Here’s a simple example: 
John and Judy are married. 
John stays at home while 
Judy works at a high-paying 
job. Since John isn’t work¬ 
ing, he’s not generating in¬ 
come or RRSP contribution 
room; he doesn’t have 
much of his own savings; 
and he’s not paying into the 
Canada Pension Plan, while 
Judy is doing all of the 
above. She has $20,000 of 
RRSP contribution room 
and plans to put aside that 
much this year. 

She has some choices to 
make: $20,000 in her own 
RRSP, to a spousal RRSP for 
Jack, or a combination of 
the two, as long as her con¬ 
tribution doesn’t exceed 
that amount. 

If Judy puts $10,000 into 
her own plan and $10,000 
into a spousal plan for Jack, 
she can take a full $20,000 
deduction on her income 
taxes. 

That money now belongs 
to Jack. 

“It’s now his money and 
upon retirement, the theo- 
ly is that he will be in a low¬ 
er marginal rate than what 
Judy would be,” Irwin said. 

In Canada, spouses can be 
married, common-law, or 
same-sex partners, he 
added. “The main philoso¬ 
phy behind the spousal 
plan is to provide income¬ 
splitting opportunities 
down the road to lower 
their tax bill.” 

A spousal plan is also a 
good option when one 
spouse is much older than 
the other. That’s because 
you can make contributions 
to your RRSP until the end 
of the year in which you 
turn 71; but you can keep¬ 
ing paying into a spousal 
plan until the end of the 
year when your younger 
spouse turns 71. That adds 
up to continued income tax 
deductions for you, and 
more retirement savings for 


your younger husband or 
wife. 

Keep in mind that if mon¬ 
ey is withdrawn from a 
spousal RRSP within three 
years of when it was con¬ 
tributed, the spouse who 
made the contribution will 
be hit with a tax bill. 

If a separation agreement 
is in place, the taxes would 
be paid by the person who 
redeemed the money, and 
would not be attributed 
back to the contributor. 

Any early withdrawals 
from an RRSP are subject to 
a heavy tax bill, except if 
the money is pulled out to 
buy a first home or go back 
to school. 

Spousal plans can be use¬ 
ful here, too: Under the 
Home Buyers Plan, each 
spouse can take out $25,000 
from their RRSP. 

“If I had $50,000 of RRSP 
room and I put the full 
amount into my own RRSP, 
I can only take out $25,000 
under the program,” Irwin 
said. “But if I put $25,000 
into my own and $25,000 
into the spousal plan, my 
spouse and I can each take 
$25,000. By using the 
spousal RRSP, we’ve dou¬ 
bled the amounts that can 
be withdrawn under the 
Home Buyers Plan.” 

The same principle ap¬ 
plies to the Lifelong Learn¬ 
ing Plan. 

Many employers have op¬ 
tional group RRSP plans 
that allow employees to 
make contributions directly 
from their paycheque. 
Some may match contribu¬ 
tions or pitch in percentage 
to beef up their workers’ re¬ 
tirement fund. Those “off- 
payroll” contributions are a 
big advantage, Irwin said. 

Most people get federal 
and provincial taxes auto¬ 
matically taken off each 
paycheque, save up their 
money, and make a big 
RRSP contribution once a 
year. They typically receive 
an income tax refrmd, and 
that’s exactly what it is: Be¬ 
cause you made a contribu¬ 
tion, you don’t owe as 
much in tax, and so Canada 
Revenue Agency gives back 
some of the money you 
were sending in all year 

long. TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 
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The ins and outs of spousal RRSPs 



Spousal RRSPs allow up to the maximum amount of $ 25,000 
each to be withdrawn by first-time homebuyers. 


Got questions about spousal 
RRSPs? Metro presents a few 
frequently asked questions 
and answers, compiled with 
the help of David Ablett, di¬ 
rector of tax and retirement 
planning at Investors Group: 

• What is a spousal RRSP? 

It's an RRSP opened in your 
name to which your spouse 
contributes to. 

• Why consider a spousal 
RRSP? 

Most commonly, it's a way for 
a couple with one higher-in¬ 
come-earning spouse to save 
taxes and equalize retire¬ 
ment income by letting the 
higher earner contribute 
money into the lower-income 
spouse's RRSP where it will 
be taxed at a lower rate come 
retirement. 

• Which spouse officially 
owns the money inside the 
spousal RRSP? 

The spouse who actually 
holds the spousal RRSP. 

• Who receives the tax re¬ 
ceipt for contributions made 
by a spouse into their part¬ 
ner’s spousal RRSP? 

The spouse who contributed 
the money into the spousal 
RRSP. 


money into your own RRSP. 

• What happens if the own¬ 
er of the spousal RRSP with¬ 
draws money from it? 

Any money contributed by the 
higher-income spouse within 
the past three years gets taxed 
at that higher-income earner's 
tax rate rather than the RRSP 
owner's tax rate. After three 
years, any money withdrawn 
gets taxed normally at the 
RRSP owner's tax rate. 

• What happens if the hold¬ 
er of the spousal RRSP un¬ 
fortunately dies? 

Unlike normal RRSPs, which 
don't allow contributions af¬ 
ter death, a spousal RRSP al¬ 
lows the contributing spouse 
to make one final contribu¬ 
tion in the year of death. 

• Can I withdraw money 
from a spousal RRSP to help 
me buy my first home, like I 
can with a normal RRSP? 

Yes - spousal RRSPs do allow 
up to the maximum amount 
of $ 25,000 to be withdrawn 
by first-time homebuyers and 
are subject to generally the 
same repayment rules as reg¬ 
ular RRSPs — so a couple 
could potentially withdraw 
up to $ 50,000 from their 
RRSPs to buy a first home. 



• How much can I contribute 
into my partner’s spousal 
RRSP? 

You can contribute to a 
spousal RRSP money up to 
your normal RRSP contribu¬ 
tion limit. If your income is 
significantly higher than your 
spouse's, this could mean sig¬ 
nificantly more tax efficien- 


• What if one spouse is sig¬ 
nificantly older than the 
other? 

Normally, individuals can't 
contribute to RRSPs after age 
71, yet spousal RRSPs allow 
spouses to contribute until 
the holder of that spousal 
RRSP reaches the age of 71. 

-RAFAEL BRUSILOW 
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Sanchez to have surgery today 

New York Jets quarterback Mark Sanchez is scheduled to have surgery today to repair the patella ligament in his left knee. Sanchez, who led 
New York to the AFC title game as a rookie, should be completely healthy by the start of training camp in July, the associated press 
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Camby traded to Blazers 

The Portland Trail Blazers are picking up needed help on the interior, 
acquiring Marcus Camby, left, from the Los Angeles Clippers in 
^ exchange for guard Steve Blake and forward Travis Outlaw. The deal 


also includes cash going to the Clippers. 
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Wives pitch in 

Spouses help McGowan, Marcum recover 



Blue Jay Shaun Marcum pitches against the Boston Red Sox at 
Toronto’s home opener at the Rogers Centre on April 4,2008. 


Argos, Lions busy on market 


Sports in brief 


SOCCER Wayne Rooney scored 
twice in the second half as 
Manchester United came 
back from a goal down to 
beat AC Milan 3-2 in the 
Champions League last night. 
Ronaldinho gave Milan an 
early lead when he volleyed 
in David Beckham's freekick, 
but Paul Scholes brought 
United level before halftime 
in the first leg match of the 
competition's last 16. 

NBA Denver Nuggets coach 
George Karl says he has been 
diagnosed with neck and 
throat cancer but was told it 
is treatable. Karl says he start¬ 
ed a six-week treatment yes¬ 
terday that includes 
chemotherapy, and the treat¬ 
ment could cause him to miss 
games and practices. 

NFL The NFL Players Associa¬ 
tion accused the league yes¬ 
terday of not sharing as much 
supplemental revenue with 
its lower-income teams as it is 
supposed to. 

NFL Sebastian Janikowski and 
the Oakland Raiders agreed 
on a $16 million US, four-year 
deal yesterday that is the 
richest contract for a kicker in 
NFL history. Janikowski will 
be guaranteed $9 million in 
the deal, a person familiar 
with the contract said on con¬ 
dition of anonymity because 
the team has not announced 
the signing. 

NBA Indiana Pacers centre 
Jeff Foster will miss the rest 
of the season after undergo¬ 
ing what the team calls suc¬ 
cessful back surgery. 
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YESTERDAY’S RESULTS 

New Jersey 103 Charlotte 94 
Miami 105 Philadelphia 78 
Detroit 108 Minnesota 85 
Chicago 118 New York 85 
Phoenix 109 Memphis 95 
Oklahoma City 99 Dallas 86 
Utah 104 Houston 95 
Portland 109 L.A. Clippers 87 
Boston 95 Sacramento 92 
L.A. Lakers 104 Golden State 94 


It wasn't a sense of duty 
that led both Shaun 
Marcum and Dustin 
McGowan to credit their 
wives with having the 
biggest influence on their 
respective comebacks to 
the Jays' starting rotation. 

Both were simply admit¬ 
ting the truth. No one 
knows the two right-han¬ 
ders better than their better 
halves, and when it came to 
facing career threatening 
surgeries at a young age, no 
one was better equipped to 
guide them through it. 

“My wife told me every 
day that things would get 
better, that it would be all 
right,” McGowan said in 
Dunedin, Fla., yesterday as 
several big leaguers and 
prospects continued work¬ 
outs in advance of Mon¬ 
day’s mandatory reporting 
date for pitchers and catch¬ 
ers. 

McGowan arguably need¬ 
ed to hear that more than 
Marcum, largely because 
his injury — a tom labmm 
in his right shoulder — can 
spell the end of the line for 
a pitcher. 

McGowan last pitched in 
the major leagues in July 
2008. McGowan began 
throwing again last May, 
but reports on his progress 
were never good. 

About a year after his 
shoulder surgery, doctors 
discovered cartilage dam¬ 
age in his knee and pre¬ 
pared him for another oper¬ 
ation. 

Six weeks later, he began 
throwing again, but further 
complications with the 
knee prompted doctors to 
shut him down again last 
October. 


m.metr^riews.ca 
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Cardinals players anticipate the debut 
of MLB's most controversial 
hitting coach, Mark McGwire. 

Scan this code for the story. 

Marcum was also in the 
middle of his rehab from el¬ 
bow surgery. 

He had not pitched in the 
big leagues since May 2008, 
and while his comeback 
was more certain than Mc¬ 


Gowan’s, he wasn’t entirely 
prepared mentally to push 
himself through the rehab. 

The problem was his ten¬ 
dency to eat too much junk 
food. 

In general, he didn’t eat 
right, and his wife, 
Stephanie — who has a de¬ 
gree and a teaching job in 
nutrition — tried to change 
his habits. 

“She has pretty in-depth 
knowledge of that stuff, so I 
didn’t eat junk food, I didn’t 
eat out so much,” Marcum 
said. 

TORSTAR NEWS SERVICE 


cfl The Toronto Argonauts 
didn’t wait long to dip into 
the CFL’s free-agent waters. 

The Argos signed corner- 
back Byron Parker and of¬ 
fensive lineman Cedric 
Gagne-Marcoux yesterday. 
Parker spent most of last 
season with the Edmonton 
Eskimos while Gagne-Mar¬ 
coux was with the Hamil¬ 
ton Tiger-Cats. Both Parker 
and Gagne-Marcoux had 
their previous CFL deals 
expire at 12:01 a.m. ET yes¬ 
terday, meaning they were 
free to sign with any team. 

The B.C. Lions also got 
into the act, signing defen¬ 
sive lineman Keron 
Williams, who helped the 
Montreal Alouettes win a 


Grey Cup title last season. 

Parker, who was also in 
conversation with Hamil¬ 
ton, said his familiarity 
with Toronto played a role 
in his final decision. Parker 
spent his first four CFL sea¬ 
sons with the Argos before 
being dealt to Edmonton 
last year. 

Earlier, the Argos an¬ 
nounced they re-signed 
veteran receiver P.K. Sam, 
hours before he was slated 
to become a free agent. 
The Saskatchewan 

Roughriders also re-signed 
long-snapper Jocelyn 
Frenette, offensive line¬ 
man Marc Parenteau and 
fullback Chris Szarlca. 
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Time error costs biathlete 

There was a crucial timing error yesterday for Swedish biathlete Anna Carin Olofsson-Zidek as timekeepers held her back 
14 seconds longer than they should have at the start of the race. Olofsson-Zidek finished sixth, the Canadian press 
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U.S. downs 
Switzerland 

hockey The youthful U.S. 
men’s hockey team 
opened the Olympic tour¬ 
nament yesterday with a 
3-1 win over Switzerland. 

Bobby Ryan scored late 
in the first period, and 
David Baclces and Ryan 
Malone added goals in 
the second to help the 
United States avoid a re¬ 
peat of an opening-game 
letdown. 

During the 2006 Turin 
Games, the Americans be¬ 
gan with a 3-3 tie against 
Latvia and never 
challenged for a medal. 

“Once I scored, I was 
able to settle down and 
come back into my own a 
little bit,” Ryan said. 

“You definitely don’t 
want to come from 
behind early. To get the 
lead, I think it settled the 
game down quite a bit for 
us.” 

Ryan Miller, the Buffalo 
Sabres goalie considered 
the key to the U.S. 
chances to reach the 
medals podium, made 14 
saves. 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
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To view a more extensive listings 
of today’s televised Olympic events, 
scan this code. 


Domination nation 

Canada cruises to 8-0 win over Norway in opener 



JEFF HODSON 

jeff.hodson(3metronews.ca 


Canada Hockey Place last 
night, prior to Canada’s 
men’s opening game 
against nth ranked 
Norway, was a powder 
keg, primed and ready to 
explode. 

And it nearly did. A play- 
off-esque roar erupted dur¬ 
ing warm-up as Canada’s 
team of superstars took to 
the ice to do battle with a 
Norway team that boasted 
not a single NHL player. 

That the ending was al¬ 
most predictable — Canada 
mauled Norway 8-0 — did 
little to lessen the energy of 
the 16,000-strong crowd, 
the vast majority of whom 
were wearing red-and-white 
Canada hockey sweaters. 

“It was magical,” said 
goaltender Roberto Luongo, 
who stopped all 15 shots he 
faced. Chants of “Louuu” 
greeted each save. 

“It was special. The crowd 
was unbelievable and loud. 
It was nice to play in front 
of an atmosphere like that.” 

Canada, the second seed 
in the tournament after 
Russia, was sluggish out of 
the gate, its players lumber¬ 
ing and slow. The action on 
the ice was like watching an 
energetic kitten (Norway) 


swat at the tail of a bear 
(Canada), still groggy from 
hibernation. 

“It’s an all-star team for 
the country, but you don’t 
play it like that,” said 
Jarome Iginla, who scored 
twice in the match. 

“It was great to come out 
at the start and see all those 
red-and-white jerseys. You 


know it’s going to be cool, 
but when you see it, it feels 
like a totally different place 
... it was even more red and 
white than I had even imag¬ 
ined.” 

Canada took control late 
in the first and came on 
blazing in the second peri¬ 
od. Iginla netted his first of 
the game — a power-play 


goal and the eventual game 
winner — off a feed from 
Sidney Crosby. 

Dany Heatley and Mike 
Richards also scored in the 
second and Heatley and 
Iginla each potted another 
in the third. Ryan Getzlaf, 
Corey Perry and Rick Nash 
also scored in the final peri¬ 
od. 



Curling nearing a 
‘crossroads': Martin 


change Kevin Martin does¬ 
n’t like what he sees on 
the world curling hori¬ 
zon. Canada is losing its 
grip on the sport and it 
may be partially to blame 
itself. 

“I think we’re get¬ 
ting to the cross¬ 
roads ... We’ve basi¬ 
cally been in charge 
of the game for a 
long time. I see that 
clearly changing,” 
said Martin, who 



will skip for Canada Kevin Martin 
at the Vancouver 
Olympics. 

The arrival of curling as a 
full-fledged Olympic sport 
in 1998 has shone a spot¬ 
light on curling. Countries 
like China and Japan em¬ 
braced the sport. 

And Canadian coaches 


have helped spread the 
word. 

Montreal’s Dan Rafael has 
coached both the Chinese 
men and women’s national 
teams. In 2008, the Chinese 
women were run¬ 
ners-up at the world 
championship and 
the same foursome 
improved to capture 
gold last year. 

At last year’s world 
men’s championship 
in Moncton, China, 
the United States, 
France, Japan and 


Switzerland all had promi¬ 
nent Canadian curlers or 
coaches as advisers. 

Canadian Olympic 
champion Russ Howard 
has worked with the Swiss 
men’s team. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 


What to watch today 

TVHighlights 


10 a.m.: Women’s curling 

Japan vs. Canada (Sport- 
snet). 

Noon: Alpine skiing 

Women’s downhill gold 
medal (CTV). 

1:30 p.m.: Cross-country 
skiing 

Men’s and women’s indi¬ 
vidual sprint classic gold 
medals (Sportsnet). 

3:30 p.m.: Women’s 
hockey 

Canada vs. Sweden 
(TSN). 

5 p.m.: Long-track 
speedskating 

Men’s 1,000m gold 
medal (CTV). 

6 p.m.: Men’s hockey 

Sweden vs. Germany 
(TSN) 

6 p.m.: Short-track 
speedskating 

Including women’s 500m 
gold medal (Sportsnet). 

7:15 p.m.: Luge 

Doubles gold medal 
(OLN). 

8:15 p.m.: Women’s 
hockey 

Slovakia vs. Switzerland 
(Sportsnet) 

8:15 p.m.: 

Snowboarding 

Men’s halfpipe gold 
medal (CTV). 
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On the web 


• Up-to-date medal 
standings and results 

• Complete day-by-day 
event schedule 

• Metro-Blenz News Squad 
on-the-ground blog 


Visit metronews.ca for 
more Games coverage. 
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Quebec bid for 2022? 

Quebec Premier Jean Charest told an Olympic news conference he'd like 
to see the 2022 Winter Olympics in Quebec City, the Canadian press 
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Vancouver Games 


Ricker s gold 


KRISTEN THOMPSON 

Metro Canada 


The sun finally came out 
at Cypress Mountain yes¬ 
terday — in more ways 
than one — when 
Whistler, B.C.’s Maelle 
Ricker nabbed a gold 
medal in women’s snow¬ 
board cross, charging 
across the finish line 
under a bright blue sky. 

It was a vastly different 
outcome from four years 
ago, when she barely 
missed the bronze medal in 
the 2006 Games. 

“Coming home from 
Torino, I was already think¬ 
ing about what I was going 
to do to perform today,” a 
beaming Ricker said after 
her race. “(That) was a huge 
motivating factor to work 
that much (harder).” 

Ricker had a shaky start 
in the first qualifying race 
when she fell on the slushy 
run and came in 15th of 24 
competitors, many of 
whom struggled to get 
down the hill in the thick 
fog. 


But she plowed through 
her second qualifying run 
and from there seemed un¬ 
stoppable, getting so far 
ahead of her competitors in 
the first heat of the finals 
that they weren’t even in 
sight when she crossed the 
finish line. 

“That first run was a dis¬ 
aster, but I went back up 
(and) refocused,” said Rick¬ 
er. 

By the last heat, the fog 
had lifted and Ricker flew 
across the finish line under 
blue skies and to the wel¬ 
come of a roaring crowd. 

She stopped for a mo¬ 
ment to catch her breath, 
then threw her arms in the 
air to wind up the specta¬ 
tors, most of whom waved 
flags, toques and hands be¬ 
fore breaking into an im¬ 
promptu dance party. 

Like Alexandre Bilodeau 
and Jenn Heil — both of 
whom have already taken 
home gold and silver, re¬ 
spectively — Ricker said 
her medal was Canada’s 
medal. 

“I’m so thankful I was 
able to pull it off for every- 


Maelle Ricker holds up her 
flowers on the winner’s podi¬ 
um after capturing the gold 
yesterday in the women’s 
snowboard cross final at the 
Winter Games in Vancouver. 

one,” she said. 

Canada’s other hopeful 
— 2006 bronze medallist 
Dominique Maltais — 
failed to make it into the 
top 16. 

France’s Deborah Antho- 
nioz took silver and 
Switzerland’s Olivia Nobs 
wound up with the bronze. 



World media focuses on McKeever 


whistler The eyes of the 
world turned to Brian McK¬ 
eever yesterday when the 
visually impaired cross- 
countiy skier from Calgary 
arrived at the Olympic 
Games. 

Eurosport, the New York 
Times, the Wall Street Jour¬ 
nal, Reuters and the Japan¬ 
ese daily Sanlcei Shimbun 
were among the interna¬ 
tional media that came to 
hear the story of a man who 
will make history as the 
first winter athlete to com¬ 
pete in both the Olympics 
and Paralympics. 

McKeever, 30, will ski the 
50-kilometre race on the fi¬ 
nal day of the 2010 Games 
at Whistler Olympic Park, 
and possibly other events if 
a teammate becomes ill or 
injured. In doing so, he will 
narrow the perceived gap 
between athletes with a dis¬ 
ability and those without. 

McKeever was diagnosed 
with Stargardt’s disease, an 



Brian McKeever, a visually impaired skiier, will make history at 
the Games as he’s set to become the first winter athlete to com¬ 
pete in both the Olympics and Paralympics. 


inherited macular degener- and what he does have is 

ation, as a teenager. He has peripheral. 

less than 10 per cent vision the Canadian press 


Jacobellis can't make good on second chance 


snowboarding It was the 

thump heard all around 
the winter sports world. 

Four years ago in Turin, 
Italy, American snow- 
boarder Lindsey Jacobellis 
barrelled towards the fin¬ 
ish line after building a 
huge lead in the women’s 
Olympic snowboard cross 
final. 


To celebrate, she 
grabbed her board and 
twisted her body, adding 
some mid-air zest off one 
of the last jumps. 

But her balance slipped 
away on the landing and so 
did a surefire gold medal. 

Some saw it as a cruel 
lesson of how poor sports¬ 
manship can sometimes 


bite back. 

Yesterday, Jacobellis 
couldn’t make good on her 
second chance, exiting the 
snowboard cross competi¬ 
tion after falling in the 
semifinal. This time it was 
incidental contact with 
gold medal winner Maelle 
Ricker that was her down¬ 
fall. THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 



Whistler Doubling up 


men’s doubles luge 


Tristan Walker, top, and Justin Snith of Canada practise during a run of the 
training in Whistler yesterday. 


Ireland bids goodbye after last Olympic race 


speedskating With family 
and friends looking on, 
and with streaks of grey 
hair setting him apart 
from younger competitors, 
Mike Ireland said goodbye 
to his lengthy Olympic 
speedskating career. 

The Winnipeg native, 
who at 36 is the oldest ath¬ 
lete in the Olympic speed¬ 
skating competition, fin¬ 
ished 16th in the men’s 
500-metre long-track race 


Monday. For Ireland, who 
has been on the national 
team since 1993, it was his 
last stab at Olympic glory. 

“The crowd was awe¬ 
some. I had a lot of friends 
and family, relatives, guys 
I’ve skated with, guys I did 
trials against that came 
here to watch the race,” 
Ireland said. “It was a great 
crowd. I probably knew a 
couple hundred people or 
more in the crowd, cheer¬ 


ing me on.” 

Over the course of his ca¬ 
reer, Ireland competed in 
four Olympics but never 
won a medal. His top fin¬ 
ish was seventh, some¬ 
thing he did in the 500 me¬ 
tres in both 2002 and 2006. 

Despite the lack of 
Olympic hardware, Ireland 
has had a successful career. 
He set a world record in 
the 1,000 metres on March 
3, 2001. THE CANADIAN PRESS 


News in brief 


FIGURE SKATING Amid the 
grace and glamour and glitzy 
outfits of figure skating, the 
pure lung-busting, quad-burn¬ 
ing athleticism of the sport of¬ 
ten gets overlooked. 

Christy Krall, the American 
coach who has been guiding 


Canada's Patrick Chan for the 
better part of a year in the 
young skater's quest for 
Olympic glory, can recite the 
biomechanics of skating like 
the alphabet. “In the short pro¬ 
gram, Patrick's heart rate will 
reach what an Olympic 800 - 


metre runner reaches, and the 
long program is like running a 
mile," Krall said. "These guys 
are very fit.” Chan, who skated 
in the short program last night 
at the Pacific Coliseum, won't 
do a quad in Vancouver. 

THE CANADIAN PRESS 
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Alberta budget signals financial woes for provincial institutions 

Following the Alberta government's budget announcement last week, post-secondary schools in the province are 
forecasting layoffs and salary constraints, and suspending plans for campus growth, metro news services 


WorkologyO 


uLaval opens up in Mexico 


Last Thursday, Universite Laval launched an office at the Santa Fe 
campus of Mexico's Monterrey Institute of Technology and Higher 
Education, which will also open an office in Quebec at uLaval. With 
a long history of collaboration in Latin America, uLaval hopes its 
new physical presence in Mexico will foster student exchanges and 
the development of joint academic programs, metro news services 
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Farming the future? 


For the month of February, 
Metro’s Workology 
section will be focusing on 
some delicious food-relat¬ 
ed careers. Check back 
every Wednesday for a 
new feature. 


JON TATTRIE 

for Metro Canada 


Canadian farming is 
heading for a disaster as 
fewer and fewer farming 


children continue the 
family business. 

“In the next ten years, 
about 80 per cent of the 
agricultural assets in the 
country are going to be 
transferred,” says Christie 
Young, director of On¬ 
tario’s Farm Start. “We’re 
going to have a massive 
crisis in the agricultural 
sector because we don’t 
have the infrastructure 
set up to get people into 
farming.” 
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Conversely, that means 
it’s a great time to get in¬ 
to farming. Farm Start, a 
Guelph, Ont.,-based or¬ 
ganization, helps people 
from non-farming back¬ 
grounds get into the in¬ 
dustry. Some come with 
university degrees in agri¬ 
culture and others are sec¬ 
ond-career farmers. 

Farm Start begins with 
a four-day explorer 
course. “It’s a time for 
people to think really crit¬ 
ically about whether this 
is the right career for 
them and what it means 
to be a farmer,” Young 
says. 

People are drawn to the 
physical, meaningful 
work and are often pas¬ 
sionate about raising live¬ 
stock. They want to be 
their own boss and enjoy 
the diverse daily tasks. 

“They have to be self- 
motivated,” she says. “You 
can’t just focus on one 
piece of the puzzle if you 
want to be a farmer. You 
have to think about your 
growing system as part of 
a bigger eco-system, your 
business model as part of 
a much bigger food sys¬ 
tem.” 


Working 

the Wok 


The best way to learn is 
to do, she says, so Farm 
Start helps organize farm¬ 
ing internships and runs 
an incubator farm. Cours¬ 
es in business-planning, 
crop planning and soil- 
health management 
round out the training. 

Norbert Kungl runs the 
organic vegetable farm 
Selwood Green on the 
shores of Nova Scotia’s 
Minas Basin. He’s from a 
farming area of central 
Germany, but his family 
did not farm. He studied 
agriculture before moving 
to Canada and working 
on a farm for four years. 
In 1987, he started his 
own farm. 

“I’m an entrepreneurial 
person who needs to do 
his own thing,” he ex¬ 
plains. He loves being his 
own boss on a large piece 
of land where he lives and 
works. He sells his pro¬ 
duce at farmers’ markets 
around Nova Scotia, in¬ 
cluding the Halifax Farm- 


EXCITING CAREER OPPORTUNITY IN THE TRADES! 

Leading to Apprenticeship. 

Unemployed or underemployed? 
Seeking a full-time permanent position? 



Begin your training, towards a rewarding career 
as a Parts Technician or Materials Technician. 

Parts, Warehouse and Supply Chains are looking 
for Apprenticeable people like you. Don't wait. 

Seating is limited, so sign up today. 

After all... you deserve a successful career! 

Call the Parts/Materials Technicians Program 
today at 780.732.4283 



FUNDED BY alberta ass- 

Tuition and Books are Covered! 



“Self-motivated” and “entrepreneurial” are good terms used to 
describe working in agriculture. 


ers’ Market. 

Like Young, he recom¬ 
mends non-farmers do an 
apprenticeship. “If you 
come from a farm, go out 
into the world and work 
on a variety of other 
farms or even other jobs 
to really know this is 
what you want to do,” he 
says. 


For more of the 
Working the Wok 
exclusive series check 
Workology every 
Wednesday or stop by: 
metronews.ca/work 



Dating tips can work 
on the career path too 


Girl on Top 

Author: Nicole Williams 
Publisher: Center Stree 
Price: $ 24-99 


CRAIG LUND 

for Metro Canada 


In our love lives it's 
obvious that the ultimate 
goal is to find the love of 
your life. 

In the case of author 
Nicole Williams, this 
goal should align with 
your career ... consider¬ 
ing we often spend more 
time on the job than 
with our respective part¬ 
ners. 

So why then is it that 
we don’t often approach 
our career choices with 
the same tenacity that 
we do in dating? 

According to Williams, 
by using the top rules for 
dating as an approach to 
finding your dream job, 
as well as to continue 


BookReview 


thriving within it, it just 
makes sense. 

This book is written for 
women and also looks at 
the various issues that af¬ 
fect them in their career 
growth such as the still 
present salary gaps and 
the glass ceiling. 

As Williams’ puts it 
“working for less than in¬ 
dustry standard is going 
to kill their career ... 
Don’t give away the milk 
for free.” 

William’s takes a hilar¬ 
ious approach to this top¬ 
ic and will help the “job- 
loveless” lady see the 
light. 

You will at the very 
least get a kick out of 
this book, and maybe up 
a few rungs on the Ca¬ 
reer Ladder. 


Craig Lund, a director with the staffing firm 
Marketers on Demand, can be reached at 
craig.lund@marketersondemand.com 
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WiFi in Volvo 

In-car entertainment turned it up another wireless notch at the recent Chicago Auto Show when Volvo showed off “the industry's 
first Internet connected Rear Seat Entertainment System with Windows XP, WiFi and a 500G hard drive.” metro news services 
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Pets’ best friends 
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ft 


m. 


^ Pet safety advocate group Bark Buckle UP has named 
the winners of its 2010 Pet Safe Choice Awards, which 
^ recognize pet-friendly and pet-safe vehicles. Top 

vehicles include the Dodge Journey, Ford Flex, Kia 
Soul, Honda Element, Smart, Subaru Outback and 




Volvo XC60. 
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Tough Tucson 

Hyundai SUV stands out in crowd 



The 2010 Hyundai Tucson features a powerful 2.4L engine with 176 hp and improved interior design. 


JIL MCINTOSH 

for Metro Canada 


Introduce a new model in¬ 
to a crowded segment, 
and it needs to be good or 
it won’t survive. With an 
all-new Tucson for 2010, 
Hyundai has a solid entry 
among compact SUVs. 

The outgoing model, 
which was showing its age, 
came with a choice of four- 
cylinder or V6. The 2010 
model has only one engine, 
an all-new 2.4-litre, which at 
176 horsepower is stronger 
than the V6 it replaces. The 
base model, at $22,999, uses 
a six-speed manual. All oth¬ 
ers come with a six-speed 
automatic, at prices ranging 


2010 Hyundai Tucson 


Type: Compact SUV 
Price: from $ 22,999 
Engine: 2.4L 
HP: 176 


Highlights 

• Stable ride 

• Roomier interior with 
better design and materials 

from $24,299 to a high of 
$34,449, which is top-end 
Limited trim further op¬ 
tioned with a navigation sys¬ 
tem and Hyundai’s first-ever 
panoramic sunroof. 

An all-wheel-drive system, 
optional on the two lower 
trim lines (except for the 


stick shift) and standard on 
the Limited runs primarily 
in ftont-wheel-drive, but can 
send 50 per cent power to 
the rear when necessaiy. At 
low speeds, it can also be 
locked into 50/50, handy for 
getting out of snowy drive¬ 
ways. 

The ride is stable and 
pleasant, helped by front 
coil springs that slant side¬ 
ways to keep the vehicle 
level on hard turns. The 
electric steering is tuned 
for a fairly organic feel, and 
the turning radius is spin- 
on-a-dime sharp. 

Although it weighs 29 
kilograms less, the new 
model is slightly larger than 
the outgoing version, and is 
veiy roomy inside, even in 


the second row. The dash 
design is night-and-day over 
the old model, with metallic 
accents, textured plastics, 
and blue backlighting. All 
models include air condi¬ 
tioning, six airbags, 
whiplash-reducing active 
front head restraints, and 


electronic stability control. 

The engine’s good 
enough that you won’t feel 
any need for a V6. Unusual¬ 
ly for a four-cylinder, 
stomping on the throttle 
for passing simply produces 
linear power, without any 
accompanying roar or 


whine. The six-speed auto¬ 
matic is well-matched to it, 
without any gear hunting 
on hills. 

Frugal drivers will also 
appreciate that its pub¬ 
lished fuel consumption 
figures are among the best 
of all of its competitors. 


Hyundai's come a long way 



The Nuvis concept, pictured, along with the latest Sonata, are 
great examples of Hyundai’s rising fortunes. 


^PiloW^l 


Michael ’js! 
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yundai just came 
off its best year 

- ever in Canada, 

selling 103,233 
units. I don’t 
know if you remember, but 
2009 was not the greatest of 
economic climates, so 
Hyundai’s accomplishment 
is even more noteworthy. 

Globally, it’s not doing too 
bad either. The rankings 
change depending on how 
you define “largest,” but the 
Hyundai-Kia group is now 
the fifth or sixth largest au¬ 
tomotive group in the 
world, and gaining ground 
on the perennial old guards 
of Toyota, GM, VW, Ford, 
and Renault-Nissan. 

It’s rising fortunes were 
on the display at the 2010 
Canadian International Auto 
Show in Toronto, in the 
form of the all-new 2011 
Sonata and the Nuvis con¬ 
cept vehicle. 

“We think the Sonata is a 
watershed product for 
Hyundai,” says Michael Robi- 
net, over the phone from his 
office in Michigan. Robinet, 
a native of Windsor, Ont., 


heads up automotive fore¬ 
casting at CSM Worldwide. 
“Its fit and finish, content, 
and price ($22,649 and up) 
are all outstanding.” 

Robinet adds that 
Hyundai has re-focused on 
powertrain development 
over the last few years, and 
now predicts that power- 
train innovation, “will be 
their calling card in the fu¬ 
ture.” 

The new Sonata benefits 
from this focus, debuting 
the company’s all-new 2.4- 
litre Theta II GDI, its first 
gasoline direct injection en¬ 
gine, and currently the only 
one in Sonata’s class. The 
engine features a host of 
technologies and produces 
over 200 horsepower. 

The automaker’s Nuvis 
concept is a revelation. 
Originally shown at the re¬ 
cent New York auto show, 


the car debuted Hyundai’s 
new styling direction, 
which has since been trans¬ 
ferred to the new Tucson 
and the new Sonata. 

Nuvis also features a wild, 
flowing interior (yes, like a 
river) that allows occupants 
to electronically link up to 
each other via touch screens 
on all four “business class” 
seats. 

Nuvis also packs a hybrid 
powertrain, a version of 
which will soon be fitted in¬ 
to Sonata. 

Noteworthy are the “lithi¬ 
um polymer” batteries, 
known to be more durable 
and more space efficient 
than current lithium ion 
and niclcel-metal hydride ex¬ 
amples. 

Michael Goetz has been writing about cars and 

editing automotive publications for over 20 
years. He lives in Toronto with his family and a 
neglected 1967 Jaguar E-type. 
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2010 Dodge Grand 
Caravan #agc589i 


$ 21,488 

>122 b/w 



Brand New Jeep 

Compass # 9 coi 414 

$ 15,988 

*91 b/w 





Brand New Jeep 
Wrangler Rocky Mountain 
Edilion #9110243 

s 20,988 

>119 b/w 

2010 Chrysler 300 

M3S9669 

s 24,988 

>141 b/w 

2010 Jeep Grand 
Cherokee 4x4 #agh5273 

s 32,988 

>184 b/w 



2010 Jeep Palriot 

#AP23829 

S 15,988 

*91 b/w 



2010 Dodge Journey 

#AJN3499 

s 19,988 

>122 b/w 



Brand New Dodge 

NifrO #9NR5407 

s 20,988 

* 118 b/w 

2010 Jeep Liberty 4x4 

#23463342 

s 26,988 

>152 b/w 



2010 Dodge Challenger 

#ACL0294 

s 25,988 

>147 b/w 



Brand New Dodge 

Caliber #9CB2656 

$ 12,988 

*69 b/w 






2010 Dodge Avenger 

#AAV9009 

$ 19,988 

>114 b/w 

2010 Dodge Charger 

#ACH4332 

s 23,988 

*136 b/w 

2010 Chrysler Town and 
Country #atc8973 

s 28,988 

*162 b/w 

2010 Chrysler Sebring 

#ASS8350 

$ 19,988 

>114 b/w 


HEW CARS 


THE_ TRUCK STORE • PARTS • SERVICE • SALES 

ALL NEW 2010 DODGE HEAVY DUTIES IN STOCK NOW!! 



All New 2010 

Dodge 3/4 Ton Crew Cab 

4x4 #AR25903 

s 36,888 

>199 b/w 

All New 2010 

Dodge Mega Cab 4x4 Diesel 

#AR2fl69 

s 50,988 

*286 b/w 



2010 Dodge 1/2 Ton 

SXTHemi #AR10346 

$ 20,988 

>114 b/w 



All New 2010 

Dodge 3/4Ton4x4SXT 

#AR2R83 

s 34,988 

>197 b/w 



2010 Dodge 1 Ton Crew 
Cab Dually 4x4 SIT #AR387i 7 

s 51,988 

>191 b/w 

2010 Dodge 1/2 Ton 
Quad Cab 4x4 SXT#ari 4420 

s 27,988 

*158 b/w 


NEW TRUCKS 



Derrick Dodge different. 


www.derrickdodge.com 

i Derrick Dodge Chrysler Jeep on the corner of Argyll Road & Calgary Trail South 



Sale Hours: Monday ■ Friday 9-9, Saturday 9-6, Sunday 11-5 
Quick Credit Approval Is Just A Phone Call Away 


Disclaimer: Derrick Dodge will beat any other dealer's price (all dealers fees included) upon presentation of competitor's contract signed by authorized personnel. Price must be based on equally equipped vehicles of the same model year. Derrick Dodge must have the opportunity to beat the deal. See dealer for details. VEHICLES MAY NOT BE EXACTLY AS ILLUSTRATED. 
Advertised prices reflect all rebates to dealer. Payments based on 96 month finance contract amortized over 24 months. Payments are plus GST. Example: Brand New Dodge Caliber (#9CB2656), 96 month amortized over 24 months equals $74 bi-weekly payments based on 10% ($1298) down payment. APR of 6.5% Fixed. C.O.B. $3463. 

All payments are on approval of credit. 0% financing available on some model lines and terms. See Denier for details. All prices reflect loyalty cosh rebote to dealer. ****Dealer Rewords: For every dollar spent after purchase, 10 cents (10%) will be earned towards future service, parts and vehicle purchases. See dealer for details. 
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The Zeppelin has landed 

Maybach introduced the Zeppelin at the 2010 Canadian International Auto Show last week. Only 
100 models of the limited edition Zeppelin will be available worldwide, metro news services 
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Nothing gets by you. 

Now nothing will get by you this winter. 


Norden Autohaus 
(780) 484-3000 
17820 Stony Plain Road 
Edmonton, AB 

www.norden.porschedealer.com 


Introducing the winter-equipped Porsche Boxster. This specially outfitted roadster shows no mercy with it comes to 
Canadian winters. Porsche approved winter tires inspire confidence as they cut through ice and snow. Boxster's 
unique, mid-engine design provides better weight distribution for increased traction and unparalleled control. Take 
advantage of special offers on all remaining 2009 Boxster and Cayman models until February 28, 2010. 


3.5% lease rate* plus no-charge genuine Porsche winter tires 
and wheels now available. 


hesitation or fluctuations 
in idle speed from the V6 
engines. 

Either sign could indi¬ 
cate a problem with cam 
adjusters or sensors, re¬ 
spectively. 

THE VERDICT: A certified 
pre-owned model is advis¬ 
able, here. 

The C-Class looks great 
to drive and mechanically 
solid, but it could be po¬ 
tentially frustrating to di¬ 
agnose and repair. 

Ensure you’re getting a 
well-maintained model in 
good working order, and 
consider protecting your¬ 
self with an extended war¬ 
ranty where possible. 


Mercedes 

advantage 

C-Class budget-friendly option 


Inspect the interior for 
signs of above-average 
wear, noting the condition 
of the leather seating and 
carpeting. 

Listen carefully to the 
front end while driving on 
rougher surfaces and while 
steering. 

Knocking or popping 
sounds could indicate 
worn out suspension and 
steering components, and 
a tapping or scraping 
sound may be caused by 
drooping transmission in¬ 
sulation touching the dri- 
veshaft. 

Listen for ticking sounds 
during cold startup in the 
four cylinder supercharged 
engine, and check for any 


Many owners rate the comfort and styling of 
their C-Class most highly, with performance and 
driving dynamics coming in at a close second. 


Royal treat for 
Canadian plant 


JIL MCINTOSH 

for Metro Canada 


Canada may not have any 
major mainstream auto 
companies of its own, but 
we certainly know a thing 
or two about building vehi¬ 
cles. 

Five automakers based 
outside of Canada — 
Chrysler, Ford, General 
Motors, Honda and Toyota 
— have plants in Ontario, 
and GM announced at 
2010 Canadian Interna¬ 
tional Auto Show that its 
facility in Oshawa, Ont., 
will produce the upcoming 
Buiclc Regal for the U.S. 
and Canada. 

“Regal will bring a mid¬ 
size sport sedan to the Os¬ 
hawa car plant in the 
fourth quarter of this year,” 
says Tony LaRocca, commu¬ 
nications manager for GM 
Canada. “Oshawa has an 
outstanding reputation for 
quality, and it has invested 
in a flexible assembly line 
to build the Camaro and 
now this new sedan.” 

The Regal, which made 
its Canadian debut at the 
Toronto show last Thurs¬ 
day, is a global model — 
it’s a version of the Opel 
Insignia, which was named 
the 2009 European Car of 
the Year. For the first year, 
Regals sold here will come 
from GM’s plant in Ger¬ 
many; Canadian-built mod¬ 


els will go on sale in the 
first quarter of 2011 as the 
plant ramps up to full pro¬ 
duction. It’s a good strate¬ 
gy for GM, which has been 
criticized in the past for 
taking too long to bring a 
promising new vehicle to 
market. 

Regal will initially come 
in premium CXL trim, 
starting at $32,990 for a 
2.4-litre four-cylinder en¬ 
gine, and $35,990 for a tur¬ 
bocharged 2.0-litre version 
producing an estimated 
220 horsepower — the per¬ 
formance of a V6, GM says, 
but with the fuel efficiency 
of a four-cylinder. Addition¬ 
al trim levels will be of¬ 
fered on the 2012 models. 

Regal will also ride on a 
firm, European-tuned chas¬ 
sis and offer a driver-selec¬ 
table suspension system; 
the company intends to 
market it against sporty 
Japanese and German com¬ 
petitors. 

Building the new model 
will bring about 700 work¬ 
ers back from layoff in Os¬ 
hawa. “Our workers have 
proven that whatever GM 
asks them to build, they 
will build the best in the 
world,” says Joe Samovsky, 
communications director 
for CAW Local 222, which 
represents Oshawa’s assem¬ 
blers. “Our plants have con¬ 
tinued to win J.D. Power 
awards for quality and effi¬ 
ciency.” 


The 2011 Buick Regal made its Canadian debut at the 2010 
Canadian International Auto Show in Toronto last week. 


JUSTIN PRITCHARD 

for Metro Canada 


MODEL: 2002 to 2006 

Mercedes C-Class 

VEHICLE TYPE: hatchback, 
wagon or sedan 
APPROXIMATE USED PRICE 
RANGE: $7,500 to $25,000 

HISTORY/DESCRIPTION: For 

years, the Mercedes C-Class 
was the most affordable 
Mercedes-Benz product 
available in Canada. De¬ 
pending on the year you’re 
looking in, the last-genera¬ 
tion machine is available in 
the used market as a sedan, 
hatchback or wagon. 

As a used buy, a 2001 to 
2006 C-Class appears to of¬ 
fer up both reasonable 
pricing and reliability. If 
you’ve ever wanted to own 
a Mercedes product, it 
might be less expensive 
than you think. 

Depending on the year 
you’re shopping in, several 
engine and driveline con¬ 
figurations are possible in 
standard C-Class models. 
Those with a “4Matic” des¬ 
ignation have All Wheel 
Drive (AWD), and the C- 
Class could be powered by 
a small, supercharged four- 
cylinder engine, and one of 
several V6 engines. Not 
every engine could be 
paired with the 4Matic 
AWD system, so be sure to 
decide whether or not 
you’re after an AWD model 
before choosing an engine. 

C-Class nomenclature is 
slightly confusing. The 
smaller, more fuel-efficient 
models were called the 
C240 or C230, while the 
C320, C280 and C350 were 
all powered by V6 engines. 
Automatic and manual 
gearboxes were available 
depending on the model, 
and two-wheel drive C- 
Class models drove the 
rear wheels. 

Look for hardware like a 
Harman Kardon stereo, a 
sunroof, heated leather, 
automatic climate control, 
memoiy seating and much 
more. 

WHAT OWNERS LIKE: Many 
owners rate the comfort 
and styling of their C-Class 
most highly, with perform¬ 
ance and driving dynamics 
coming in at a close sec¬ 
ond. 

WHAT OWNERS HATE: Some 
owners complain of limit¬ 
ed rear-seat legroom, diffi¬ 
cult access to the rear seat¬ 
ing in the hatchback mod¬ 


el, and some awkwardly- 
placed controls within the 
cabin. 

COMMON ISSUES: German 
automakers aren’t known 
to be the world’s best at 
automotive wiring or elec¬ 
tronics. Like many of its 
German competitors, the 
last-generation C-Class 
may have some niggling 
electronic issues — so en¬ 
sure all electronic features, 
accessories and lights work 
properly. 

Also note any 
“Check Engine” lights 
which could indicate a bad 
sensor. Be sure to double¬ 
check power seat opera¬ 
tion, too. 





























GETTING MORE 
NISSAN FOR YOUR 
MONEY IS THE BEST 


PART OF YOUR DAY. 




1.8 SL MODEL SHOWN* 
www.nissan.ca/versahatch 


Highest horsepower in its class (1 22-hp) 1 ,1.8-litre DOHC engine • Most rear 
leg room in its class (966 mm) 2 • 60/40 split folding rear seat • Nissan Advanced 
Six Airbag System • Winner of a Consumers Digest Best Buy Award 3 


LEASE FOR 


' , $° secur|ty deposit 

1% $1 2,302 TOTAL LEASE 
" OBLIGATION 


s O; 


C= \ \ CITY: 7.9L/100KM (36 MPG) 
^ HWY: 6.3L/100KM (45 MPG)** 



MORE 2010 REDESIGNED 

SENTRAzo 


I PURCHASE FINANCING 
r FOR 36 MONTHS* 


* 16 , 643 " ^cT G 


140-hp, 2.0-litre DOHC engine • Standard ABS with available Vehicle Dynamic Control (VDC) 
AM/FM/CD audio system with auxiliary input jack • Nissan Advanced Six Airbag System • Winner 
of the Canadian ALG 2010 Residual Value Award - Entry Compact Car Category 4 


★★★★★ 

5-STAR 

RATING 

FOR FRONT-IMPACT 

CRASH SAFETY5 


LEASE FOR 

^ PER MONTH FOR 60 MONTHS 

m m includes freight and fees 


LEASE RATE 


$0 SECURITY DEPOSIT 
| *-70 $2,268 DOWN PAYMENT 

$13,035 TOTAL LEASE OBLIGATION 


CITY: 8.4L/100KM (34 MPG) 
HWY: 6.4L/100KM (44 MPG) Ai 


2.0 SL MODEL SHOWN* www.nissan.ca/sentra 



MORE 2010 

ROGUE FWD S 



★★★★★ 

5-STAR 

RATING 

FOR SIDE-IMPACT 

CRASH SAFETY5 



PURCHASE FINANCING 
FOR 36 MONTHS* 


* 24 , 313 " ^ NG 

INCLUDES $1,500 BONUS* 


170-hp, 2.5-litre DOHC engine • Standard Xtronic CVT® w/available paddle shifters • Standard 
ABS, Vehicle Dynamic Control (VDC), and Traction Control System (TCS) • Auxiliary audio 
input jack • Winner of a Consumers Digest Best Buy Award 3 


LEASE RATE 

7.9 


ox $0 SECURITY DEPOSIT 
*■70 $4,538 DOWN PAYMENT 

13,474 TOTAL LEASE OBLIGATION 


CITY: 9.2L/100KM (31 MPG) 
HWY: 7.3L/100KM (39 MPG) iA 


2.5 SL AWD MODEL SHOWN* www.nissan.ca/rogue 



VISIT YOUR LOCAL NISSAN RETAILER TODAY OR NISSAN.CA FOR DETAILS. 


UP TO 

*1000 

REBATE" 


NISSAN 

GRAD 


PROGRAM 





















































metronews.ca 


metro 


Wednesday, February 17,2010 


New kid on the Vancouver block 

The Fairmont Pacific Rim, fronting one of Vancouver's best addresses, features unobstructed views of the north Shore Mountains, Stanley Park and 
Coal Harbour. With its rooftop pools and resort style, it debuts in March with rates starting from $229 for a guestroom, metro news services 
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Stay like Mad Men in New York 


New York’s Carlton hotel is offering the ultimate Mad Men Package this year, Mad 
about NYC. Guests can walk in the well-heeled footsteps of Don Draper, Roger 
Sterling, Joan Harris and the entire Sterling Cooper gang with this special travel pack¬ 
age created exclusively for the Carlton Hotel for fans of the hit TV show Mad Men. The 
package is $129.99 per person + tax a night and is valid through the end of the year 
and can be booked on Carlton’s website carltonhotelny.com. metro news services 


EDITOR: BEN.RYCROFT^)METRONEWS.CA 


Going under down under 

Take the plunge in Australia and swim with rare seal lions in Baird Bay 



The sea lions are very gentle but you do have to be aware that the lions are a prime meal for sharks. 



Kangaroo Island is another place you can view the Australian sea lions up close. 


JESSICA CARLESON 

Metro World News 


Australia is really nature’s 
own animal experimenta¬ 
tion lab. 

The world’s most ven¬ 
omous snakes and most 
dangerous sharks are 
found Down Under togeth¬ 
er with the cuddliest 
koalas and most colourful 
birds. 

But, it turns out the 
most surprising and de¬ 
lightful aquatic creature in 
the southern hemisphere 
is the Australian sea lion. 
And in one beautiful and 
remote bay in South Aus¬ 
tralia, 745 kms west of 
Adelaide, you can even get 
the rare opportunity to 
swim with them. 

LIFE CHANGING MOMENT 

Alan and Trish Pound 
moved to quiet Baird Bay 
in 1992 to semi retire. 
Their plan was to enjoy life 
and do some fishing. Little 
did they know the en¬ 
counter that would change 
their lives. 

“We were fishing in the 
bay and suddenly a sea lion 
put its head up out of the 
water. Alan being curious 
jumped in and began 
swimming with it. They 
found us and we found 
them,” Trish recalls. 

Eventually the couple 
started swimming tours in 
Baird Bay, to allow others 
to enjoy this unique expe¬ 
rience and also to increase 
knowledge and under¬ 
standing of Australian Sea 
lions. 

“They are misunder¬ 
stood. It is thought that 
they steal fish from fisher- 


One of the 
rarest seal 
species, the 
Australian 
sea lion population consists of 
about 12 000 animals, nearly 
two-thirds of these live in the 
South Australian waters. In 
Baird Bay there is a colony of 
about 70. Another good place 
to get close to them is on Kan¬ 
garoo Island where you can 
see the sea lions up close. 

men and destroy nets. That 
is not true,” says Trish. 
TWO TOURS A DAY 

Only two tours a day are 
made to the shallow pool 
near the sea lions’ island. 
When approaching the 
cliffs, nervous and exited, 
you first can’t make out 
the seals from the back¬ 
ground and then suddenly 
they spot us and one seal 
makes an agile leap into 
the water. 

Soon other seals begin 


surfacing around the boat. 

The sea lions have huge 
dark eyes and whiskers, no 
wonder Trish calls them 


the “cats of the sea.” She 
also underlines that all 
tours are made strictly on 
the sea lions’ terms. 


“We never go on their is¬ 
land. We always meet 
them in their element, in 
the water. About six adults 



Australian sea lion. 


come out to the pool to 
play.” 

We are fitted with wet¬ 
suits and snorkels but fins 
are not allowed. 

TAKE THE PLUNGE 

My heart skips when I 
put my head under water 
and look into the big eyes 
of a seal called Fangs. 
When I instinctively reach 
out my hand the young sea 
lion nibbles playfully at my 
fingers and then speeds 
off, amazingly acrobatic 
and graceful. I thought I 
was a good swimmer — 
these sea lions show us 
who’s king of this element, 
with something I can only 
interpret as a great sense 
of humour. 

But why do they want to 
swim with humans? 

“Because they enjoy our 
company,” Trish says and 
stresses that they have nev¬ 
er fed the sea lions or dol¬ 
phins in the bay. 

“You don’t have to feed 
someone for them to be¬ 
come your friend. If you 
treat them with respect 
they give it back.” 

SHARK! 

Trish and Alan are not 
the only ones who love sea 
lions. Sharks fancy them 
too, but as dinner. But Tr¬ 
ish says there hasn’t been a 
shark attack on a human 
in Baird Bay since they be¬ 
gan their tours. 

“But they are close by, 
we keep a close watch,” 
says Trish. 




“That Really Good Shoe Store.” | Two Kunitz Shoes locations to serve you. | Southside | 780.438.4259 I 23rd Ave. and approximately 114 St. | Downtown | 780.428.0200 | 10511 109th St. 


Touch up your feet, sandal season is coming! 

The new Naot Spring line is here. Come see the largest selection of Isreal's finest footwear at Kunitz Shoes. 

(Tiaot 
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Olympic boost 

Olympic tourism officials have released a report showing that the Vancouver economy 
got a boost in the amount of $5.2 million on Opening Day alone, metro news services 


The day when everyone is Irish 

Visit Dublin next month for a St. Patrick's Day celebration and pints of Guinness like no other 





cmec 


Morocco 


Visit the Atlas Mountains, the stunning coast and 
remote desert regions of Morocco. A trip to satisfy both 
the seasoned and novice traveller. 

Includes: accommodation, local guides, local transportation, local payment 

$1,489 

8103 - 104 th Street 780.439.3096 ™'-^™v\^L TURE 

University of Alberta. HUB Mall 780.492.2756 —* 

TheAdventureTravelCompany.com 

CDN$. per person, shared occupancy. Land only. Other dates available, prices may vary. 


<v\ 

Odyssey is a full-time work experience that gives you 
the opportunity to travel Canada, make a difference 
in the lives of others, and share your culture. 


DO NOT MISS YOUR CHANCE. PLEASE CONTACT US! 


ping is catered for in 
Brown Thomas’ elegant 
Grafton Street store. 

But for something differ¬ 
ent try climbing aboard 
Viking Splash Tours for a 
land and water experience 


LANGUAGE-ASSISTANT PROGRAM 


www.myodyssey.ca ■ 1-877-866-4242 


in a Second World War 
Amphibious vehicle. 

WHERETO 
HAVE DINNER 

Abrakebabra 

abrakebabra.com 

On St Pat’s Day you’re al¬ 
lowed to skip a meal to al¬ 
low room for a drink or 
three. 

Later a visit to a fast food 
store like Abrakebabra — 
no prizes for guessing 
what they sell — will be 
mandatory to set you up 
for a night of good times to 
come. 

Decent grub for less than 
$ 10 . 

WHERE TO SPEND 
THE NIGHT AWAY 

O’Donoghue’s 

odonoghues.ie 

Dublin comes alive once 
the lights start to dim. 

O’Donoghue’s on Mer- 
rion Row is always a win¬ 
ner and has strong links 
withthe band The Dublin¬ 
ers. 

Other Irish greats includ¬ 
ing Christy Moore, The 
Fureys, and Thin Lizzy’s 
Phil Lynott have all played 
there on numerous hazy 
nights 

A LITTLE BIT OF CULTURE 

Authors aplenty 

As a city that has fa¬ 
thered four Nobel Prize 
winners for literature, 
Dublin has plenty for the 
culture vultures. 

From George Bernard 
Shaw (yes he was Irish) 
right up to Seamus 
Heaney, winner of the 
1995 prize, the city has a 
rich literary tradition 
borne out in Brendan Be¬ 
han's favourite boozer Mc- 
Daids on Harry Street. 

ONE FORTHE ROAD 

BRUXELLES PUB 

It sits across the street 
from McCaids but this oth¬ 
er famous bar claim to 
fame is strictly beer. 

You can shop around for 
a cheap pint of Guinness 
and it has become quite a 
pastime, despite the recent 
reduction in the level of 
taxes on the black stuff but 
Bruxelles still has the best 
at $4.50 for the perfect 
pint. 

Clover included. 


ADVENTURE! 

Teach English Overseas 

TESOL Certified in 5-Days 
In-Class or Online NO DEGREE REQUIRED! 

1 - 888 - 270-2941 

FREE Info Seminar every Tuesday 
Job Guaranteed 

10037B-82 Ave. 

Next course: Feb 24 - 28 


EUGENE HENDERSON 

Metro World News 


Think of Ireland and you 
probably think of St 
Patrick's Day and drinking 
Guinness. 

And for good reason. 
There’s probably not a bet¬ 
ter spot on planet Earth 
next month to sample the 
delights and passions of 
Dublin than while the city 
is celebrating the country’s 
patron saint. 


WHERE TO 
SPEND 
THE MORN 
ING 

Temple 
Bar 

thetemple- 
barpub.com 

The world 
famous Tem¬ 
ple Bar has 
plenty of 
street enter¬ 
tainment and 
musicians 
keep your mind off 
the Guinness. 

Or stroll down O’Connell 
Street to the historic Gen¬ 
eral Post Office where the 


WHERE TO 
LUNCH 
The Stags 
Head 

thestags- 
head.ie 
A great 
Dublin haunt 
hidden away on 
Dame Square. 
Worth a trip to 
just for the clas¬ 
sic decor and a 
great place for a 
w pints ahead of 
a night out. Four pints 
and two hearty bowls of 
Irish stew with soda bread 
will cost under $25, but 
not on Sunday. 


St. Patrick’s Day, on Mar. 17 this year, is the one day when everyone becomes Irish. 


WHERE TO SPEND 
THE AFTERNOON 
Viking Splash Tours 


vikingsplash.ie 
Dublin is awash with 
fabulous bars and shop- 


WHERETOWAKE UP 
Fitzwilliam Hotel 

fitzwilliamhotel.com 
After a night carousing 
and talking to anyone and 
everyone at Kehoe’s on 
South Anne's Street it’s 
handy to be staying 
Fitzwilliam 

Hotel right 
in the 
heart of 
Dublin. 

Ideally 
located by 
Stephen’s 
Green and 


very 

handy for 

Dublin’s 

finest. 


Temple Bar is famous the world over for being the Irish bar you must visit at least once. 
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Madonna looking at new fashion line 

Madonna is in talks to launch a women's clothing line to be sold at Macy's, sources tell Women's Wear Daily. The line would 
include apparel, accessories, lingerie, and shoes — the underwear portion possibly to be named Truth or Dare, ew.com 
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Spelling book 

Simon & Schuster — publisher 
of Tori Spelling's two previous 
books — has signed the actress 
to her first children’s book, Pre- 
senting...Tallulah, the tale of a 
spunky little girl. ew.com 


EDITOR: DEAN.LISMETRONEWS.CA 




PHIL BROWN 

for Metro Canada 


Few filmmakers have 
reached the iconic status 
of Martin Scorsese. With a 
back catalogue filled with 
classic titles like Taxi Driv¬ 
er, Raging Bull, and Good- 
fellas, his place as one of 
the greats in cinema histo¬ 
ry is assured. 

These days the director 
has little left to accom¬ 
plish, but can’t stop mak¬ 
ing movies because of his 
undying passion for the 
medium. An obsessive 
cinephile, Scorsese contin¬ 
ues to be inspired by films 
of the past and seeks out 
opportunities to make 
projects equal to those that 
enthrall him as a viewer. 
His latest film is Shutter Is¬ 
land, an attempt to recre¬ 
ate one of the Hollywood 
thrillers of his youth. 

Although Scorsese had 
previously undertaken 


something similar in 1991 
with Cape Fear, the direc¬ 
tor told Metro that he was¬ 
n’t sure how Shutter Island 
would turn out. 

“I like to say that I didn’t 
quite know what it would 
be and gave myself over 
to the material along 
with the actors,’ 
he said. “It was a 
process of discov¬ 
ery throughout. 

That doesn’t mean 
that I didn’t know ^ 
that it was going to be a ^ 
process of discovery, I just 
didn’t know how much 
there would be and there 
turned out to be a great 
deal.” 

Though somewhat un¬ 
easy with the material, 
Scorsese did know from 
the beginning where his 
movie fit in with the histo¬ 
ry of film and how he 
would honour his narra¬ 
tive forbearers. 

“I think the trappings of 
the story and the nature of 


Shutter 
Island opens 
Friday 


the situation automatically 
bring certain films to my 
mind and certain images 
that go back several hun¬ 
dred years,” said Scorsese. 

“A shot of a mansion at 
night in a storm creates 
certain reactions be¬ 
cause that’s part of 
^ our DNA to a cer¬ 
tain extent in 
film. So the 
movie draws a 
f lot on a very long 
W memory of films 
that’s I’ve seen and 
books that I’ve read over 
the years. 

“The issue was to have 
them work for our story 
and our characters, but at 
the same time refer to oth¬ 
er material from the past. 
In other words, the more 
you see of the past the 
more you can draw up that 
to make the present and 
the future.” 

When asked what specif¬ 
ic influences he drew upon 
for his tale of a detective 


Thrilling recreation 

Martin Scorsese chats with Metro about Shutter Island 


#304,10205-101 STREET, EDMONTON 


Roger Ebert has lost ability to 
speak, but still communicates 


unraveling a dark mystery 
in a foreboding mental in¬ 
stitution, the director 
pointed to a few specific 
genre filmmakers he val¬ 
ued above all others. 

“Well there’s always 
Mario Bava and his use of 
very powerful colours. I al¬ 
ways loved the thriller/hor¬ 
ror films that he made in 
the late ’50s early ’60s like 
Black Sunday and Black 
Sabbath and I keep refer¬ 
ring to them,” revealed 
Scorsese. “But Val Lewton 
and Jacques Tourneur’s 
movies like Cat People are 
really the key films. They 
are beautiful works of po¬ 
etry that I look at repeated¬ 
ly. They are like pieces of 
music. I keep watching 


Martin Scorsese and Leonard DiCaprio on the set of Shutter Island. 


them and its kind of new 
every time. I can’t reach 
that level of Tourneur 
though. He was remark¬ 
able.” 

Scorsese might be too 
modest to admit that he’s 


an equal to the filmmakers 
that inspire him, but audi¬ 
ences need to only watch a 
few minutes of his extraor- 
dinaiy work to see that he 
is one of the true masters 
of cinema. 


Film critic Roger Ebert lost 
his ability to speak nearly 
four years ago, when he 
underwent a 

tracheostomy, a procedure 
that opens an airway 
through an incision in the 
windpipe, after surgery 
for cancer in his jaw. 

In an interview in the 
new issue of Esquire maga¬ 
zine, the 67-year-old film 
critic for the Chicago Sun- 
Times uses pen and paper 
and text-to-speech comput¬ 
er software to communi¬ 
cate. He’s developed a kind 
of rudimentary sign lan¬ 
guage, and he sometimes 
draws letters with his fin¬ 
ger on the palm of his 
hand. 

Ebert had surgery to re¬ 
move his cancerous thy¬ 
roid in 2002. He had sur¬ 
gery on his salivary glands 
in 2003 and on his jaw in 
2006. Complications in 
2006 led to more surgery 
and months of recupera¬ 
tion. 

He lost his ability to 
spealc.When asked about 
another operation to re¬ 
store his voice, Ebert 


Roger Ebert lost his ability to speak after surgery in 2006. 


shakes his head. 

Ebert has been a film 
critic for the Sun-Times 
since 1967. In 1975, he be¬ 
came the first journalist to 
win a Pulitzer Prize for 
movie criticism. 

His thumb, pointing up 
or down, was the main lo¬ 
go of the televised movie 
review shows he co-hosted, 
first with Gene Sislcel of 
the rival Chicago Tribune 
and — after Sislcel’s death 
in 1999 — with his Sun- 
Times colleague Richard 


Roeper. 

The Esquire article de¬ 
scribes a moment where 
Ebert begins to type on his 
computer. He presses a 
button and the speakers 
light up. “I’ve never said 
this before,” the voice says, 
“but we were born to be 
Sislcel and Ebert.” The 
voice then says: “I just miss 
the guy so much.” 

Besides his film reviews, 
Ebert writes a blog and has 
published numerous 
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Mueller checks into rehab 

Charlie Sheen's wife Brooke Mueller has checked into a rehab center for substance abuse. Mueller, 32, 
checked into The Canyon rehab facility in Malibu last Tuesday, according to TMZ.com. people.com 



The Academy has long been fascinated with bad guys... and girls. Actor Mo’Nique, right, as an abusive mother to Gabourey Sidibe’s (left) 
character Precious in the eponymous 2009 film, is up for an Oscar. 

Oscar loves a villain 


Tomlin takes on producing 


Academy favours the dark side 
(again) for 2009 nominations 


For your consideration: A 
pedophile serial killer 
with a creepy dollhouse 
hobby, a murderous Nazi 
who delights in torment¬ 
ing Jews, and a hateful 
mother who abuses her 
daughter and 
granddaughter. 

Hollywood loves a bad 
boy and so does Oscar, with 
academy voters nominat¬ 
ing several roles this year 
that are less than cordial, if 
not downright crazy. 

There’s Christoph Waltz 
for his chilling perform¬ 
ance as smooth-talking, 
Jew-hunting Nazi Col. Hans 
Landa in Inglourious Bas- 
terds; Stanley Tucci for his 
scaiy, blue-eyed turn as pe¬ 
dophile 
George Har¬ 
vey in The 
Lovely Bones; 
and Mo’Nique 
for her role as 
Mary Jones, 
the abusive 
mother in 
Precious. 

So what is 
it about iniq¬ 
uitous villains 
that actors, 
moviegoers 
and members 
of the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences 
find so compelling? 

“I think we take a vicari¬ 
ous pleasure in the prob¬ 
lems that they present, in 
the pain that they inflict, 
and not least of which in 
the demise that they suffer 
at some point,” says 
Stephen Lang, who plays 
the vengeful, scar-faced 
militaiy officer Miles Quar- 
itch in Avatar. 

“It’s like having a vac¬ 
cine,” says Karen Stern- 
heimer, a sociology profes¬ 
sor at the University of 
Southern California. “It’s a 
low dose of something that 
you really don’t want to ex¬ 
perience in real life, a way 


of experiencing something 
really awful about the hu¬ 
man condition 
from a safe 
distance.” 

This sea¬ 
son’s crop of nefari¬ 
ous characters highlights 
a long-standing pattern 
among academy voters of 
tending toward the dark 
side. 

In 1932, Fredric March 
won best actor for Dr. 
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde. And 
who can forget Louise 
Fletcher’s winning role as 
the cold-hearted Nurse 
Ratched in 1975’s One 
Flew Over the Cuckoo’s 
Nest. Then there’s Antho¬ 
ny Hopkins’ unforgettable 
1991 por¬ 


ing 


*5 



theatre Lily Tomlin is go¬ 
ing off-Broadway — as a 
producer. 

Tomlin and her longtime 
collaborator, Jane Wagner, 
will join the producing 
team presenting Leslie Jor¬ 
dan’s one-man show My 
Trip Down the Pink Carpet. 
It will open April 19 at the 
Midtown Theater. 

On Monday, Tomlin says 
of Jordan; “I have seldom 
spent time working with 
anyone who so engaged 
me.” Jordan is best known 
for his portrayal of Bever¬ 
ley Leslie on television’s 
Will&Grace. 

Tomlin and Wagner are 
joining the ranks of 
celebrity stage producers 
in New York. Elton John 
and his partner, David Fur¬ 
nish, are backing the play 
Next Fall, opening on 
Broadway next month. 
And rap superstar Jay-Z, 
Will Smith and Jada Pin- 



Lily Tomlin (pictured) will 
collaborate with Jane Wagner 
for the one-man show My Trip 
Down the Pink Carpet. 

lcett Smith are involved in 
the current Broadway mu¬ 
sical hit Fela! 

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Entertainment in brief 


Big Brothers Big Sisters 

Edmonton & Area 


Please call today to 
find out how including 
a child in your daily 
routine could make the 
difference in their future. 


Change a 
child's life. 

Become an 

In-School 

Mentor. 


FILM Behind the dazzling big- 
screen 

blockbusters 
Avatar Trans¬ 
formers: Re¬ 
venge of the 
Fallen and 
Star Trek is a 
little black 
box that has 
netted an 
eastern On¬ 
tario man an 
Academy 
Award. 

Mark 


Wolforth is one of the master¬ 
minds of Truelight, a device 
about the size of a DVD player 
that allows filmmakers to inte¬ 
grate footage from different 
sources and convert it to film 
while maintaining colour con¬ 
sistency. It's become an indus¬ 
try standard, and Wolforth and 
his co-designer Tony Sedivy 
will be honoured with a Scien¬ 
tific and Technical Award on 
Saturday. “To win an Academy 
Award is something kind of 
special,” Wolforth said 
Tuesday. the Canadian press 


“We're seeing 
cutthroat Holly¬ 
wood exposing 
themselves in a 
clear trend... a 
broader acceptance 
that these (evil) 
roles are artistic.” 
Tom O'Neill, writer for 
TheEnvelope.com 


trayal of 
Hannibal 
Lecter in Si¬ 
lence of the 
Lambs. Yet 
academy vot¬ 
ers seem to 
be embrac¬ 
ing the un¬ 
savoury even 
more of late, 
reflecting a 
change in 
what kinds 
of roles 
might be considered Oscar¬ 
worthy, says Tom O’Neill, a 
writer for the awards-traclc- 
ing website, TheEnve- 
lope.com. 

“We’re seeing cutthroat 
Hollywood exposing them¬ 
selves in a clear trend ... a 
broader acceptance that 
these (evil) roles are artis¬ 
tic,” he says. “We’re seeing 
more artistic movies be¬ 
come darker.” 

Take Heath Ledger’s 
posthumous Oscar last year 
for his supporting role as 
the Joker in The Dark 
Knight, a villain so vicious 
that playing him reported¬ 
ly kept the actor up nights. 
Another bad guy, Javier 
Bardem’s cattlegun-wield- 



Anton Chigurh in No 
Country for Old Men, took 
the same prize the previ¬ 
ous year. 

Tilda Swinton won the 
supporting actress Oscar 
for her 2007 role as a heart¬ 
less, scheming attorney in 
Michael Clayton. Daniel 
Day Lewis took home the 
golden guy that same year 
for his leading perform¬ 
ance as ruthless, murder¬ 
ous oil man Daniel Plain- 
view in There Will Be 
Blood. Before that, Forest 
Whitaker won for his turn 
as Idi Amin, the corrupt, 
bloodthirsty Ugandan dic¬ 
tator, in The Last King of 
Scotland. 

“We all have a bit of the 
dark passenger in us,” says 
Sara Colleton, executive 
producer of Showtime’s 
Dexter, which follows a 
forensic specialist who 
moonlights as a serial 
killer of bad guys. “Dexter 
allows us, in a very safe en¬ 
vironment, to explore a lot 
of moral boundaries.” 


The actors who 
take on these roles get 
even closer to that age- 
old struggle than view¬ 
ers and voters do. 

Waltz says it was 
tough to play Nazi 
Landa, a character for 
whom “good and evil 
are categories that are not 
really all that relevant in 
his life.” 

“That’s what makes it so 
challenging, because my 
little mind operates within 
the framework of good and 
evil,” he says, “and now 
there is someone in front 
of you that you’re trying to 
suss out who does not 
make these categories his 
frame of mind.” 

Tucci, meanwhile, was 
afraid yet intrigued about 
taking on the role of the 
murderous pedophile in 
The Lovely Bones. 

“It’s everything that you 
kind of hate and fear, and 
for that reason, it’s inter¬ 
esting to dive into it,” he 
says. 

The actor was attracted 
to the part for the same 
reason viewers are drawn 
to watching such charac¬ 
ters: “They’re always so in¬ 
teresting because they 
walk a fine line,” he says. 
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EMI to sell Abbey studios 


music Cash-strapped mu¬ 
sic company EMI Group 
Ltd. is seeking a buyer for 
Abbey Road studios, 
where The Beatles record¬ 
ed some of their most fa¬ 
mous songs, a person fa¬ 
miliar with the situation 
said Tuesday. 

The person said talks 
had been going on for sev¬ 
eral months, but a buyer 
had not yet been found. 
The individual spoke on 
condition of anonymity 
because the talks are pri¬ 
vate. 

A spokesman for EMI re¬ 
fused to comment on the 
sale bid, which could raise 
tens of millions of dollars 
for the label. 

EMI, whose artists in¬ 
clude Coldplay, Lily Allen 
and Robbie Williams, has 
struggled financially since 
it was bought in 2007 for 
2.4 billion pounds by pri¬ 
vate equity firm Terra Fir- 
ma Capital Partners. 

Several big-name acts, 
including Radiohead and 
the Rolling Stones, quit 
the label amid the cut¬ 
backs and restructuring 
that followed Terra Fir- 


Definite asset 

• Abbey Road is one of 
EMI's most high-profile as¬ 
sets. It bought the Georgian 
town house in London's res¬ 
idential St. John's Wood 
neighbourhood in 1929 and 
turned it into one of the 
world's most sophisticated 
recording studios. The 
crosswalk in front of the 
north London studio was 
immortalized on the cover 
The Beatles' final studio al¬ 
bum, 1969's Abbey Road. 
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ma’s takeover. 

An audited report re¬ 
leased last week revealed 
that Terra Firma needs a 
huge cash infusion by June 
to avoid defaulting on its 
loans from Citigroup Inc. 
and may require more 
than US$165 million to 
last through this year. 

If funds can’t be raised 
and the loan goes into de¬ 
fault, Citigroup could seize 
EMI and cause it to be sold 
or broken up. 
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The Hunter seeks the Golden Bear 


An Iranian movie, made 
against the backdrop of 
last year’s election 
campaign and centring on 
a man whose wife is killed 
in a shootout between po¬ 
lice and demonstrators, 
made its debut Tuesday at 
the Berlin film festival. 

Director Rafi Pitts said he 
received authorization to 
make The Hunter from 
Iranian authorities and shot 
it before the violence that 
followed President Mah¬ 
moud Ahmadinejad’s dis¬ 
puted re-election last June. 

Pitts, who grew up in 
Tehran but has lived in 
Britain and France since, 
said he had “no idea” 
when the film might be 



Iranian Rafi Pitts both directs and stars in film The Hunter. 


shown in Iran. 

“I don’t think it’s a one¬ 
sided film, so I think it has 
the right to be shown,” he 
said at a news conference. 
“The question is, will they 
give me the right?” 

The film’s main charac¬ 


ter, played by the director, 
is released from prison 
amid talk of upcoming 
elections and Iran’s 
supreme leader, Ayatollah 
Ali Khamene. 

He tries to spend time 
with his wife and young 


daughter, but they are acci¬ 
dentally killed in a 
shootout. Pitts’ character, 
Ali, randomly shoots dead 
two policemen on a city 
highway, after a long and 
frustrating wait for infor¬ 
mation, and flees before 
being nabbed by two offi¬ 
cers who argue about what 
to do with their captive. 

Pitts insisted that the 
film depicts a “Kafkaesque 
situation (that) relates to 
many countries, it’s a uni¬ 
versal theme.” 

The Hunter is one of 20 
films competing for the 
festival’s top Golden Bear 
prize, which will be award¬ 
ed Saturday. 
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Robertson is not fading into the sunset anytime soon 


newscaster Lloyd 
Robertson says he’s 
not stepping away 
from the anchor 
desk any time soon. 

The veteran CTV 
newsman appeared 
on a Vancouver talk 
radio show Tues¬ 
day to dispel 
online ru¬ 
mours 



that he is finding it 
taxing to cover the 
Olympics and will 
retire once they are 
done. 

Robertson, often 
referred to as “Cana¬ 
da’s most trusted 
news anchor,” 
said the 
rumours 
were a 


“fascinating work of fic¬ 
tion, really fascinating.” 

“I don’t know where this 
comes from, but the prem¬ 
ise is that I’m tired, I’m 
worn out,” Robertson said 
on CKNW’s The Bill Good 
Show. 

According to the ru¬ 
mours, the 76-year-old 
plans to tell top brass at the 
beginning of next month 


that he will step down. 

“Do I look like I’m wast¬ 
ing away?” Robertson 
asked Good while chuck¬ 
ling over the story. “Do I 
look tired?” 

The rumours began with 
a blog post by Howard 
Bernstein, a former TV 
producer who has worked 
for CBC, CTV and Global. 
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Anxiety, huh? 

Chynna Phillips has entered a rehab facility for anxiety, tvguide.com reports. “With the full support of her family and friends, she 
is looking forward to her recovery,” said her publicist, Lizzie Grubman, who didn't disclose the location, metro news services 


Celebrity Buzz 


eta Ik's Lainey Lui dishes 
out celeb dirt in three's 



PATRICK CHAN. He is the 


brightest star in the Canadi¬ 
an men’s figure skating pro¬ 
gram, the youngest to ever 
capture the national title, 
and tonight in Vancouver 
Patrick Chan will perform his 
free skate in front of a fren¬ 
zied home audience that will 
include a large contingent of 
screaming teens cheering on 
their idol. The appealing 
Chan, just 19, has distin¬ 
guished himself from his 
competitors by focusing on 
artistic interpretation and 
dizzying footwork rather 
than on the jumps and leaps 
that preoccupy other less cre¬ 
ative skaters. Here are three 
things you might not know 
about Patrick Chan: 


one Most athletes obsessive¬ 
ly observe game day rituals. 
Chan always ties his right 
boot before his left. 


TWO He is a football fan. But 
he prefers the American 
game to the Canadian one 
and his favourite team is the 
Indianapolis Colts. 



THREE Chan is currently fea¬ 
tured in the Harry Rosen 
Spring 2010 ad, giving up 
the 


sequins 
and 

skates in 
favour 
of a smart 
Hugo Boss 
suit and 
dress shoes. 


Lainey Lui is a reporter for etalk and runs 
the popular gossip site, LaineyGossip.com. 
As part of CTV’s Olympic Broadcast Team, 
Lainey is on the ground in Whistler reporting 
on entertainment news 
from the Vancouver 2010 / *3 

Olympic Winter Games. 


Will he? Won’t he? 



JOIN THE ENGAGEMENT GOS¬ 
SIP DANCE. APPARENTLY, HE 

won’t Word is Leonardo 
DiCaprio may have popped 
the question to on-again- 
off-again girlfriend Bar Re- 
faeli, as the Israeli 
model flashed a 
shiny gold ring 
on her 
ment rii 

at a charity din¬ 
ner at the Berli- 
nale film festival 
with DiCaprio and 
his mother, 


according to the Daily 
Mail. 

The pair had split up last 
year, reportedly because 
DiCaprio wasn’t ready to 
settle down, but appeared 
to have rekindled their ro¬ 
mance last month. 

But, a source close to 
DiCaprio, 35, tells us- 
magazine.com that Ger¬ 
man reports that he pro¬ 
posed on Valentine’s 
Day are “not true.” 

METRO WORLD 
NEWS 


She must be so unhappy 


BECAUSE NO WOMAN COULD 
FEEL FULFILLED WITHOUT A 
BALDING HUSBAND AND GAG¬ 
GLE OF UNGRATEFUL KIDS Kim 

Cattrall has no regrets 
about ending up single and 
childless at 53, female- 
first.co.uk reports. The ac¬ 
tress has been married 
three times, with her last 
divorce in 2004 after a six- 
year union with audio de¬ 
signer Mark Levinson. 

Her last relationship, 
with chef Alan Wyse, came 
to an end last year and 
Cattrall blamed her ro¬ 


mance woes on her heavy 
workload. But the star is 
adamant she’s learned to 
love life as a single lady — 
even though she’s missed 
out on starting a family. 

She tells Britain’s 
Evening Standard 
newspaper, “I 
don’t regret (not 
having chil¬ 
dren). It’s fine, 
it really is.” 

METRO 
NEWS 
SERVICES 



Hating her pin-up body 



boo frickin’ hoo Trans¬ 
formers beauty and new 
Armani lingerie model 
Megan Fox isn’t so fond of 
her looks, it turns out, 
complaining to W mag¬ 
azine that she looks 
too much like a 1940s 
pin-up model. 

“There are some 
women you could 
put in underwear 
and photograph 
them, and it looks 
really classy and 
it doesn’t neces¬ 


sarily provoke a pin-up im¬ 
age,” she says. 

“But with me, it does, 
immediately. As soon as 
I’m in underwear, I’m a 
Vargas girl.” 

All this self-criti¬ 
cism stems from hav¬ 
ing no confidence, 
insists. 

Because of that, 
m always sec¬ 
ond-guessing 
myself.” 

METRO WORLD 


The saying is ‘sitting pretty* 



NOT ‘SITTING PRETTY WASTED’ 

Former New York Fashion 
Week fixture Lindsay Lo- 
han is apparently not wel¬ 
come around the runways 
these days, as some indus¬ 
try insiders insist the trou¬ 
bled actress isn’t worth the 
hassle, according to Gate¬ 
crasher. 

Designer Jill Stuart 
has reportedly 
banned Lohan from 
her show, sources 
say. 

“A lot of design¬ 
ers, and especially 
Jill’s camp, don’t 


think she’s worth all the 
press she’d get their 
show,” the 
source says. 

Stuart’s 
camp denies 
that Lohan 
has been 

banned. 

METRO 
WORLD 
NEWS 


Kickstarts, compasses and kibble 



HOLA, GUAPAS - iUSTEDES 
QUIEREN TOCAR Ml PERRO? 

Ewan McGregor 
wants to take 
his dog on a 
motorbike 
trip across 
South Ameri¬ 
ca, female- 
first.co.uk re 
ports. 


The British actor — who 
has previously taken a bik¬ 
ing adventure across the 
world with fellow enthusi¬ 
ast Charley Boorman for 
documentary series Long 
Way Round — has been 
preparing his pet to go out 
on the road with him. 

“I might go on my own. 
I’ve got a dog, Sid,” he says. 
“I’ve trained him to 
ride in my side car and 
I thought we could do 
a trip together.” 

METRO NEWS SERVICES 


Chance of hosting looks golden 



LIVE FROM NEW YORK ... IT’S 
SATURDAY NIGHT BARELY 

alive! Betty White says 
she’s tickled by the sup¬ 
port fans have been giving 
her through an online peti¬ 
tion to have the 88-year-old 
actress host Saturday 
Night Live that started at 
Faceboolc. 

“I’m just amazed. I 
would think by now that 
they’ve had such an over¬ 
dose of Betty White that 
they’d be throwing rocks 
instead,” White tells E! 
News. 


But will she be hosting 
the late-night comedy 
show anytime soon? 

“It would depend on 
scheduling and all that. 
But who knows? 
You can’t ever 
say yes or 
no or never 
— you just 
wait to see 
at hap¬ 
pens.” 

METRO 
WORLD 
NEWS 


CelebTweets 



DIABLO CODY is 

rethinking her 
TV viewing 
choices, kevin 
smith may give 
up fighting Southwest 
about his weight, Stephen 
fry thinks some honours 
should be harder to earn, 
and amanda bynes tries 
to work through her 
fears. 

@diablocody I feel like I 
should be watching that 
show with Mark Harmon 
and the goth scientist 
chick. 

@ThatKevinSmith In a 
current CNN.com home 
page poll, 58% of respon¬ 
ders are on @Southwest- 
Air’s side! Guess it’s time 
I shut up about it. 
@stephenfiy MPs get 
medals just for visiting 
Afghanistan?? Surely that 
can’t be right. 
@amandabynes i have to 
go to the market but i DO 
NOT want to go ALONE 
grrrr! i have to 
grow up and GO 
alone! i will | 

NOT be 
KIDNAPPED 

METRO WORLD 
NEWS 



First comes love 

THEN COMES BABIES ... NO 
WAIT, THAT’S NOT HOW IT 

goes After three years to¬ 
gether and two babies, 
Nichole Richie and Joel 
Madden are reportedly set 
to make it official. Richie 
taped an appearance on 
The Late Show with David 
Letterman on Monday that 
will air Friday, and while 
there she reportedly 
announced her 
engagement to Madden, 
according to E! News. 

METRO WORLD NEWS 



o Little Piece of Happy- 


‘Trademark, used under license. 






























Wednesday, February 17,2010 


metronews.ca 


metro 


Today > Thursday 

1 Mostly Cloudy Mostly Cloudy 

c / -12 c -1 c / -7 c 


Friday 

Decreasing Clouds 

-3 c / -11 c 
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Sudoku 


For more/less challenging Sudoku puzzles, visit metronews.ca 


HOW TO PLAY: Digits 1 through 9 will appear once in each 
zone - one zone is an outlined 3x3 grid within the larger 
puzzle grid. There are nine zones in the puzzle. 
Do not enter a digit into a box if it already appears 
elsewhere in the same zone, row across or column down 
the entire puzzle. 


ACROSS 


1 Burst 
4 Old fogy 
8 Gets on in years 

12 Latin 101 word 

13 Always 

14 Hobbling 

15 Zero 

16 It might not 
indicate true 
worth 

18 Seat at the bar 

20 Rowing tool 

21 Unpaid 
amount 

24 Eccentric 
28 King, queen or 
jack 

32 

Breckinridge” 

33 Wood-shaping 
tool 

34 Cornered 

36 Brooch 

37 Use a rotary 
phone 

39 Friendster al¬ 
ternative 
41 Scatter 

43 Medicinal 
amount 

44 Petrol 


46 Lure 
50 Means of 
maintaining dig¬ 
nity 

55 Verily 

56 In due time 

57 Infamous lyre 
player 

58 Recipe meas. 

59 Peel 

60 Remain 

61 Weeding tool 


DOWN 


1 Skillets 

2 Leave out 

3 Horseback 
sport 

4 Ricochet 

5 Eggs 

6 Calendar abbr. 

7 Sandwich cook¬ 
ie 

8 Old-style call to 
arms 

9 Cowboy’s 
sweetie 

10 Ostrich’s 
cousin 

11 Witness 

17 Moving truck 
19 Praiseful 


poem 

22 John Candy’s 
role in 
“Spaceballs” 

23 Tire pattern 

25 Glitch in print 

26 Threesome 

27 Pull hard 

28 Crazes 

29 Mine entrance 

30 Despot 

31 Erte’s art style 
35 Ruin 

38 Table with a 
map 

40 Spelling con¬ 
test 

42 Existed 
45 Without 

47 Tale of the 
gods 

48 Mexican mon¬ 
ey 

49 Recording 

50 Distant 

51 Singer DiFran- 
co 

52 Opposed to 

53 Animal doc 

54 Mound stat 



PREVIOUS DAY'S CROSSWORD AND SUDOKU ANSWERS: 
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Mushroom Green 
Bean Casserole 

INGREDIENTS: 

1 lb (500 g) fresh 
mushrooms, sliced 
1 large onion, chopped 
1/2 cup (125 mL) butter 
1/4 cup (50 mL) all-purpose 
flour 

1 cup (250 mL) half-and- 
half cream 

1 jar process cheese 
spread 

2 tsp (10 mL) soy sauce 
1/2 tsp (2 mL) pepper 

1/8 tsp (0.5 mL) hot pepper 
sauce 

1 can sliced water 
chestnuts, drained 

2 packages frozen French- 
style green beans, thawed 
and well drained 

2 tbsp (25 mL) slivered al¬ 
monds 

METHOD: 

1. In large skillet, saute 
mushrooms and onion in 


butter. Stir in flour until 
blended. Gradually stir in 
cream. Bring to boil; cook, 
stirring, 2 minutes or until 
thickened. 

2. Reduce heat; add cheese 
sauce, soy sauce, pepper 
and hot pepper sauce, stir¬ 
ring until cheese is melt¬ 
ed. Remove from heat; stir 
in water chestnuts. 

3. Place beans in 
ungreased 3-L baking dish. 
Pour cheese mixture over 
top. Sprinkle with 
almonds. Bake, uncovered, 
at 375°F (190°C) 25-30 
minutes or until bubbly. 

SERVES 14 



For nutritional infor¬ 
mation on this and 
other great recipes, 
go to rd.ca or check 
out Key Ingredients 
in this month's 
Reader's Digest, on 
newsstands now! 


Horoscopes by Sally Brompton saiiybrompton.com 


For Sally's expanded daily and weekend horoscopes, visit metronews.ca 


ARIES /TN 

MARCH 21-APRIL 20 Vjy 

There is so much in your life 
you have to be thankful for and 
today’s Venus-Jupiter union will 
remind you how fortunate you 
are to have been bom an Aries. 

LIBRA 

SEPT 23-OCT 23 

Ultimately, we get out in pro¬ 
portion to what we put in, and 
with your mler Venus influ¬ 
enced by Jupiter today there is 
no doubt you will give your all. 


TAURUS /T\ 

APRIL 21-MAY 21 

You won’t have to go looking 
for excitement today. Wherev¬ 
er you happen to be and what¬ 
ever you happen to be doing it 
will find you. 

SC0RPI ° (m) 

OCT 24-NOV 22 

Something with a foreign or 
exotic flavor to it will capture 
your imagination today. It may 
even capture your heart. 


GEMINI /^\ 

MAY 22-JUNE 21 vit/ 

For some strange reason you 
are having all sorts of dreadful 
thoughts about tomorrow. On 
the contraiy, life is good and 
about to get even better. 

SAGITTARIUS 

NOV 23-DEC 21 

Even the most unemotional of 
Sagittarians will find ways to 
let partners and loved ones 
know how they feel over the 
next 24 hours. 


© 


CANCER /T\ 

JUNE 22-JULY22 

Express yourself fully. If you 
are not flavor of the month al¬ 
ready you will be in a matter of 
days, and you must take advan¬ 
tage of it. 

CAPRICORN Ov 

DEC 22-JAN 20 

There is no guarantee that 
someone feels about you what 
you feel about them but don’t 
let that stop you from admit¬ 
ting it. 


LEO 

JULY 23-AUG 23 

Don’t miss out on a great op¬ 
portunity just because you 
think it would be wrong to 
profit and have fun while other 
people are struggling. 

AQUARIUS Pi 

JAN 21-FEB 18 \^/ 

The Sun may be about to leave 
your birth sign but that does 
not mean you should try to 
cram in as much extra work as 
you can over the next 24 hours. 


VIRGO jO\ 

AUG 24-SEPT 22 V 3 / 

Venus joins forces with luck 
planet Jupiter today making it 
easy for you to ignore criticism 
and do what feels right to you. 

PISCES 

FEB 19-MARCH 20 

With the Sun moving into 
Pisces tomorrow, you clearly 
have much to look forward to. 
Your special time of year is 
about to begin. 


I LOVE THIS PAPER' 


■ SiO0 I 

iiss 
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“This app is a great way to read Metro 
when on the go” - Real user review 

The free Metro Canada application is 
available on the App Store. 

Don’t have an iPhone or iPod touch? Visit 
m.metronews.ca for news on the move. 

□ I AvaiiableorUh^^H 

App store ^ metr@news.ca 


CORPORATE YEAR END FILINGS 


FOR YOUR SMALL BUSINESS CORPORATION 


*700 


Construction 
Restaurants 
Convenience Stores 
Real Estate 
Services 
Other industries 


_ For every question T „ 

taxanswers 


Personal tax returns Freeconsultation 

$ 50 FLAT ^ Downtown, Southside 


^www.taxanswers.ca 


TAKE A BREAK 
FROM WORK 

Visit metronews.ca to watch 

met rmtubeoftheday 













































































































































































Get two more nights FREE* when you buy a 3-night vacation 
package with 5-Day Park Hopper Theme Park tickets. 


From US$72 per person, per day. 
For stays most nights now-4/29/10 

at Disney’s Paradise Pier Hotel** 

in a standard room. 


From US$53 per person, per day. 

For stay most nights now-4/29/10 

at Best Western Pavilions***, a 

Good Neighbor Hotel, in a standard room. 


Resort in California 

‘Where dreams come true 


Book by April 1, 2010. 

disneyland.ca/2free or call 866-60-DISNEY 

or your Travel Agent. 


Includes most Spring Breaks! 


With a deal this great, 
you’ll wanna start packin’ your trunks! 


*Offer is valid for bookings from now through 4/1/10 and for arrivals from now through 4/29/10 with travel being completed by 5/4/10. Upon the purchase of a 3-night 
package, with 5-Day Disneyland Resort Park Hopper Bonus Tickets at a participating Hotel for a family of four (3 adults and 1 child, (age 3-9)), two (2) consecutive free nights will 
be added to the Hotel stay. Limited to two (2) free nights per package/reservation and not valid for previously booked rooms. Check for offers associated with longer night stays. 

The Disneyland Resort Park Hopper Bonus Tickets expire thirteen (13) days after first use or 5/12/10, whichever occurs first, and each day of use of a ticket constitutes one 
(1) full day of use. Tickets may not be sold or transferred for commercial purposes. Offer subject to availability and Blockout Dates; advance reservations required. Not valid with 
any other discount or promotion. Subject to restrictions and change without notice. **Price based on quad occupancy (3 adults and 1 child, (age 3-9)). Total package price 
starts at US$1,434. Blockout Dates 2/12-2/14 and 3/28-4/10 and other restrictions apply. ***Price based on quad occupancy (3 adults and 1 child, (age 3-9)). 

Total package price starts at US$1,060. Blockout Dates and other restrictions apply. 


Walt Disney Travel Company CST# 1022229-50 


©Disney RST-10-15599 














